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Cameroon 


CAMNEWS, UNESCO Sign Automation Accord 


AB2003 141591 Paris AFP in French 1008 GMT 
19 Mar 91 


[Text] Yaounde, 19 Mar (AFP}—An agreement on the 
automation of CAMEROON NEWS AGENCY, CAM- 
NEWS, refresher courses, and further training of the 
agency's journalists and technicians was signed yes- 
terday in Yaounde, an official source disclosed today in 
the Cameroonian capital. 


The agreement was signed by Mr. Augustin Kontchou 
Kouomegni, minister of information and culture, and 
Mr. Claude Ondolo, a Cameroonian and director of 
UNESCO's International Program for the Development 
of Communications. It is part of the Central African 
News Agency Integrated Development Project 
(CANAD) which receives technical assistance from 
UNESCO and is funded to the tune of 400 million CFA 
francs by Germany. CANAD includes the following 11 
countries: Cameroon, Angola, Burundi, Congo, the Cen- 
tral African Republic, Gabon, Equatorial Guinea, 
Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Chad, and Zaire. 


Congo 


Further on National Conference, Arms Seizure 


Presidium Meets President 


AB1903152191 Libreville Africa No. 1 
in French 1230 GMT 19 Mar 91 


[Text] President Denis Sassou-Nguesso has received all 
members of the National Conference Presidium chaired 
by Monsignor Ernest Kombo. Jean-de-Dieu Ndong 
Ovono, our special correspondent in Brazzaville, has the 
report: 


[Begin Ovono recording] The deliberations have not yet 
begun here because at this very moment, the presidium 
is still conferring with the Congolese head of state, who 
requested the meeting. Msgr. Kombo and his associates 
will probably seize the opportunity to inform the presi- 
dent of their wish to enjoy the authorities’ cooperation. 
Article 38 of the standing regulations empowers the 
National Conference to interrogate any persons— 
individual or legal entities—deemed likely to provide 
information on questions under examination. Will 
Denis Sassou-Nguesso agree to go to the conference hall 
to make disclosures on certain issues? In any case, many 
delegates hope so, and even demand this. In fact, Presi- 
dent Sassou-Nguesso has not ruled out this possibility as 
he would like to show that he has nothing to hide or to 
feel guilty of. 


Meanwhile, delegates got the shivers at the conference 
hall this morning when the rapporteur general 
announced that 51 packages were seized on Friday, 15 
March at Maya-Maya Airport. The packages contained 


arms and ammunition destined for the Presidential 
Guard. The Security Commission confirmed the report. 
[end recording] 


Chairman Meets President 


AB2003 143591 Brazzaville Domestic Service 
in French 1830 GMT 19 Mar 91 


[Text] [passage indistinct] The chairman of the National 
Conference Presidium, Monsignor Ernest Kombo, was 
received by President Denis Sassou-Nguesso. Answering 
questions by Y ves-Roger Yebeka, Msgr. Kombo spoke of 
his discussion with the head of state: 


[Begin recording] [Kombo] The head of state inquired 
about my impressions on the task that I have agreed to 
carry out. I told him my impressions and he, subse- 
quently, expressed his views. I sincerely think that the 
president endorses the principles: He would like a 
change from single-party legality, to quote him, to mul- 
tiparty legality—the latter words are not his, though. | 
believe the president feels we should make this change 
peacefully. 


{Yebeka] Mr. Chairman, did he assign you a particular 
mission in relation to the National Conference? 


[Kombo] My mission was, and will continue to be 
assigned by the conference as we proceed with the 
deliberations. At this point in time, the head of state rd] 
wanted to know our impressions and views, and also, to 
share his views on current developments. [end recording] 


Deliberations Begin 


AB2003151591 Brazzaville Domestic Service 
in French 1830 GMT 19 Mar 91 


[Excerpts] Deliberations of the National Conference 
following the official inauguration of the Conference 
Presidium, really started today with the reading of policy 
statements. Three political parties and seven associa- 
tions were heard. Julien Gani Likazala, can you sum up 
the presentations from the three political parties? 


[Likazala] The three parties were the Congolese Move- 
ment for Democracy and Integral Development [MCDI] 
headed by Bernard Kolelas; the Party of the Congolese 
Christians and Believers Union [PUCCC] headed by 
(Hyacinthe Bakanga); and the Congolese Social- 
Democratic Party [PSDC] headed by (Clement Mirassa). 
MC DI's Kolelas was first to take the floor this afternoon. 
In his statement, he described the National Conference 
as a decisive turning-point during which delegates 
should take stock of the achievements of the totalitarian 
regime after 27 years of rule. [passage omitted] 


[Begin Kolelas recording] On the political front, we will 
list (2a few) essential grievances against the Congolese 
Labor Party [PCT] rule. These are: tribalism and lies: 
misappropriation of public funds, corruption, and theft, 
the promotion of inefficiency and ("laxity) to the detri- Yd] 
ment of competence; [applause] the constant violation of 


Se’ 


human rights, as well as economic, social, cultural, and 
civic rights. How can we loudly voice our condemnation 
of the South African regime while our own society is 
divided into two sections—the privileged wealthy 
minority similar to the minority white South Africans, 
and the oppressed and ostracized majority like Nelson 
Mandela's black majority? 


Concerning civic rights, there are even more incrimi- 
nating factors which include, essentially, censorship, and 
the ban on associations; arbitrary arrests and detention: 
the multiple acts of brutality inflicted on detainees; the 
lack of guarantees for the most elementary legai rights, 
and so on. The peace of mind and tranquility claimed by 
PCT propaganda officers were nothing more than the 
result of the terror and trauma inflicted on the people 
who were gagged and trailed constantly by the PCT 
(?police). The dawning of democracy has made it pos- 
sible for the people to say loudly that they did not enjoy 
peace of mind or tranquility in the past. [passage 
omitted] [end recording] 


Speaking next, in an original style, was PUCCC’s 
(Bakanga), who performed what he described as the 
autopsy of the management of the country from 1960 up 
until 1991. He underscored the ills that have plagued the 
single-party rule where public offices were misunder- 
stood to mean life careers instead of being regarded as a 
contract with the people. The PUCCC leader also spoke 
of the PCT’S mismanagement of the national economy. 
He referred to the uneasy relationship between the state 
and religious institutions. He recommended the revision 
of the Constitution, the separation of powers, the setting 
up of an interim government comprising solely new 
figures, and the drafting of an election timetable. It will 
be recalled that the PUCCC leader first said a short 
prayer before making his statement. 


Last to take the floor was the PSDC leader. Using 
figures, Mr. (Mirassa), an economic expert, spoke of the 
economic scandal under the PCT rule. The PSDC leader, 
who also rejected the law passed by the National People’s 
Assembly [ANP] extending President Sassou-Nguesso’s 
tenure until 1994, called for the dissolution of the ANP 
and stressed that the National Conference has given rise 
to hope and should announce changes. According to 
him, the country was mismanaged by the PCT which ran 
the country like a village and capitalized on ethnic 
sentiments. Why don't these poor managers of the 
economy resign? [passage omitted] 


PSDC Demands President Resign 


AB2003220591 Paris AFP in French 1743 GMT 
20 Mar 91 


[Text] Brazzaville, 20 Mar (AFP)}—A delegate of the 
Congolese Social Democratic Party (PSDC-The Bet [Le 
Pari], opposition) has demanded that General Denis 
Sassou-Nguesso, the head of state, resign, declaring that 
Sassou-Nguesso 1s responsible for “assassinations and 
the economic decay” presently being experienced by 
Congo. 
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In a general policy declaration made today at the 
national conference, Rene Samba accused President 
Sassou-Nguesso and his predecessor, Genera' Joachim 
Yhombi Opango, of being responsible for the death of 
President Marien Ngouabi on 18 March 1977. A public 
trial was organized following President Ngouabi's assas- 
sination. Among those accused was Alphonse Massa- 
mba-Debat. a former Congolese head of state, who was 
sentenced to death by court martial and executed. Others 
involved in the assassination were sentenced to death or 
penal servitude for life. But shortly after 5 February 
1979. when President Sassou-Nguesso came to power, 
many Congolese Labor Party (PCT, in power) activists 
demanded a retrial, claiming that there was still much 
that 1s questionable about the matter. 


According to the PSDC-The Bet, President Sassou- 
Nguesso 1s allegedly responsible for the death in 1986 of 
Colonel Francois Xavier Katali, former minister of inte- 
rior, and for the death in 1989 of Auxence Ickonga, the 
former minister in charge of state control. According to 
the official version, these two men died of heart attacks. 


In the economic sector, the PSDC-The Bet delegate 
stated that the PCT, by instituting the “determining 
trilogy” in the enterprises, has “accelerated the deterio- 
ration of the national economy.” The determining 
trilogy was a sort of collective power exercised by the 
PCT, on the one hand, and the administration, the trade 
union, and the youth organization on the other, to jointly 
manage the enterprises. But the PCT representatives, 
because of the party's constitutional role of leadership, 
held a majority of votes within the organ, it was 
reported. 


Delegates Briefed on Seized Arms 


AB2103114691 Brazzaville Domestic Service 
in French 1830 GMT 20 Mar 91 


[Text] Before suspending deliberations, National Con- 
ference delegates were briefed on the crates of arms and 
ammunition seized at Maya-Maya International Airport. 
A member of the Security Commission was available to 
answer questions from the delegates. 


[Begin unidentified speaker recording] There were 
reports yesterday about the seizure of crates of arms at 
the airport and [words indistinct]. Concerning this sei- 
zure, we have verified the report, and these 5! crates are 
currently in the hands of [words indistinct], in safe 
custody. I would like to dispel the confusion created 
yesterday about explosives in the crates. There was slight 
confusion because the crates were labeled, explosives, in 
English [words indistinct], We realized these were 
(‘crates of ammunition) so there are no explosives: 
instead, there are arms and ammunition. [end recording] 
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Parties, Associations Speak 


AB2103180291 Brazzaville Domestic Service 
in French 1830 GMT 20 Mar 91 


{Summary From Poor Reception] “The national confer- 
ence is still in progress at the Brazzaville Conference 
Hall with the political parties and associations making 
statements on general policy. These (?important) state- 
ments will shed light on the new direction being taken by 
the national conference. 


“Four political parties successively took the floor today, 
including the Congolese Ecologists’s Movement, the 
National Conscience Party, and the Rally for Unity, 
Democracy, and Freedom.” Let us listen to (Pascal 
Amoye), one of our reporters at the Conference Hall, 
giving a summary of these statements: 


{Begin (Amoye) recording] The Congolese regime and its 
dignitaries were criticized for four days. “A genuine indict- 
ment was heard at the Conference Hall.” All the state- 
ments were unanimous in the belief that “Congo is seri- 
ously ill.” The cause of this illness is that Congo was run by 
a single party, a regime that “condoned mediocrity,” 
corruption, and mismanagement of public property. 


While taking stock of the current situation, the Social 
Democrat Party says that “the result is negative.”’ Other 
parties said that Denis Sassou-Nguesso, Yhombi 
Opango, and some other dignitaries should be asked to 
give some explanations about what they did while they 
were leading the country. 


At the economic level, the result is also a sad one. From 
1968 to 1991, the economy crumbled and social insta- 
bility prevailed. In view of this situation, “the president 
of the Republic should be asked to resign immediately.” 
[end recording] 


Commentary on Need for Unity 


AB2103153591 Brazzaville Domestic Service 
in French 1830 GMT 20 Mar 91 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] The best way to cure an illness is to tackle it from 
the root, and the same goes for a country in which [words 
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indistinct} by history. This is why the conference partic- 
ipants now pondering the ills of this sick country must, 
as they denounce the ills that have plunged this state in 
a coma, gladden our hearts with words of unity that can 
help it out of this predicament. 


Under such circumstances, there is nc need, as National 
Conference Presidium Chairman Monsignor Ernest 
Kombo rightly pointed out, to resort to suspicion, even 
less to disrespect others’ views and their right to different 
opinions. The National Conference, which must benefit 
all patriotic citizens who demanded it, must be a forum 
for the truth in searching for bottlenecks that block our 
march toward a better well-being in peace and mutual 
respect because the desire for a change is glaring today. 


Therefore, it is not a question of replacing a destructive 
one-party system by an equally destructive multiparty 
system. A system will present old habits that are being 
decried, oid habits which must be eliminated to enable 
all citizens to join hands, as one conference participant 
said, to save Congo. We must agree that suspicion can 
lead us to slow our efforts, and it is Congo that will 
suffer. Whom will this situation benefit? 


What matters now is the strength of the arguments 
advanced. This helps to avoid arbitrary decisions and to 
identify the ills that critically plagued the country. We 
are all attending the school of democracy, a school where 
give and take also matters because everyone contributes 
its small quota to the national debate. It is a school where 
everyone learns from more experienced citizens in fields 
that he cannot master. Everyone complements the other. 


If this national debate on our country’s crisis is perceived 
from this perspective, it will help enlighten all of us so 
after this National Conference we do not make the same 
mistakes again. This conference is a forum to examine 
our national life in the past and to look critically at our 
past and present without complacency, without rancor, 
and particularly without any ideas of revenge, in order to 
have a brighter future. As Msgr. Ernest Kombo said, our 
heartfelt desire must be to benefit the great majority of 
citizens. 


@ * 


Djibouti 


Somali Premier Regins ‘Unannounced’ Visit 
AB1503134691 Paris AFP in English 1329 GMT 
15 Mar 91 


[Excerpts] Djibouti, March 15 (AFP)}—The head of 
Somalia's provisional government, Omar Arteh Ghalib, 
on Friday invited the rebel Somali National Movement 
(SNM) to negotiate with other movements in the 
country. “All parties have a concern in dialogue and 
there is mo sense in renewed fighting,” Mr. Ghalib said 
during an anannouncca five-day visit to neighbouring 
Djibouti. 


The SNM, strong in northern Somalia and one of three 
main armed factions, refused to take part in a national! 
rerconciliation conference in Mogadishu, the Somali 
capital, and the meeting has been indefinitely postponed. 


Mr. Ghalib, a member of the Issaq community like most 
of the SNM, said he was confident Somalis could over- 
come their difficulties, following the toppling in January 
of President Mohamed Siad Barre. [passage omitted] 


“Our differences are superficial. We'll be able to iron out 
the problems in a few months, Somalia is not Lebanon or 
Mozambique, the interim premier said. Mr. Ghalib told 
AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE that Somalia had never- 
theless become a “completely isolated’ country. He is 
due to meet President Hassan Gouled Aptidon on 
Sunday, [17 March] but had not even known before he 
arrived here Thursday that the Djibouti head of state 
was currently abroad on a visit to China. 


Somalia desperately needed fuel, food and medical aid, 
Mr. Ghalib said. His acting government wanted good 
relations with Kenya to the south, but Nairobi's refusal 
to allow relief flights to Mogadishu “could be considered 
an unfriendly act,” he said. International aid organiza- 
tions have for a week had difficulties obtaining authori- 
zation from Kenyan authorities to fly to Somalia, diplo- 
matic sources in Nairobi confirmed Friday. On March 6, 
clashes between rival USC [United Somali Congress] 
groups at Mogadishu airport left several people dead. 
Earlier in the day, hundreds of people had tried to board 
an Italian plane that had unloaded food. 


Mr. Ghalib said he would visit several Arab nations, but 
did not name them. 


In a separate development Friday, Red Cross officials 
said Saudi Arabia has recently expelled some 950 Somali 
immigrant workers, who were currently on ship off 
Berbera port in northern Somalia, across the Gulf of 
Aden. Red Cross workers running a hospital in Berbera 
had shipped in food and water for the expulsees, a 
spokesman for the International Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) said in Geneva. He added that the port 
city itself was relatively calm, but armed factions were 
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fighting around Berbera. The United Nations High Com- 
mission for Refugees (UNHCR) has expressed “con- 
cern” to Riyadh over the expulsions, a spokeswoman for 
him said in Geneva. 


Meets With President 


AB1803184291 Paris AFP in English 1721 GMT 
18 Mar 91 


[Text] Djibouti, March 18 (AFP)}—President Hassan 
Gouled Aptidon of Djibouti had t~Iks here Monday with 
Somali Prime Minister Omar Arteh Ghalib on the situ- 
ation in Somalia and that country’s emergency aid 
requirements, Radio Djibouti: reported. Somalia has 
requested u7gent international donations of food, medi- 
cines and fuel to alleviate the effects of civil war. Mr. 
Arteh Ghalib ts on his first visit to Djibouti as head of a 
caretaker government set up by the United Somali 
Congress movement which ousted former president 
Mohamed Siad Barre in January. 


Appeals for Aid 


EA1903203891 Djibouti Domestic Service 
in Somali 1900 GMT 18 Mar 91 


[Excerpts] This morning, Hassan Gouled Aptidon, the 
president of the Republic of Djibouti, received the 
delegation from the interim government of Somalia led 
by the interim Prime Minister Omar Arteh Ghalib. 
[passage omitted] 


During the talks, President Hassan Gouled Aptidon, the 
president of the Republic of Djibouti, once again 
pointed out that his country wishes to see the return of 
peace and stability and the preservation of sovereignty 
and national unity in Somalia. As is known, Djibouti has 
played a significant role in promoting the national con- 
ference to bring Somalis back together. 


The interim prime minister of the Republic of Somalia, 
Mr. Omar Arteh Ghalib, said in an interview with Radio 
Djibouti that a critical situation exists in Somalia and 
that Somalia is in dire need of humanitarian aid, adding 
that the humanitarian aid must come now or else it will 
be too late: 


[Begin recording] [Ghalib] First, | would like to extend 
my warmest greetings to the president, the government 
of the Republic of Djibouti and indeed the people of 
Djibouti for the warm welcome accorded to us. | thank 
you all on behalf of myself, the president of the Somali 
Republic, and my delegation. 


I appeal to Djibouti to extend every affordable assistance 
to us, within its ability. As you know, the Somali proverb 
says, “Everyone has his day of need.” This is our day of 
need and it is at such times that one can tell a friend from 
a foe. | cannot outline what our immediate needs are at 
the moment, but, frankly speaking, it is essential com- 
modities, including medicines, that are needed soonest. 
Second, I would like to say that those people—you know 
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ihe kind of life they were living—have today been 
rendered homeless and without food and medicines. 


I think it would be wise, first and foremost, to handle our 
immediate needs before we start speaking of leadership. 
We have to put aside leadership wrangles; otherwise we 
will be complicating things further. Be it the northern 
regions, the southern regions, or other regions, | think we 
have to choose our priorities, and our priority at the 
moment is to find food, shelter, and medicines for our 
people. We have to put aside this question of political 
infighting if we are to survive ai all. As a delegation of 
the interim government, our major concern 1s to see that 
the displaced, the hungry, and the sick are cared for 
before we move ahead in tackling other issues. 


People are misled and fed with information that has no 
foundation and that is merely fabrications aimed at 
poisoning the atmosphere and dividing the people more 
and more deeply. | personally believe this 1s senseless 
and it will not serve anyone's interest, but will only 
plunge the country into a further and deeper crisis. We 
have seen enough suffering and hardship. I think it 1s 
tume we came to our senses and did away with the 
chronic disease of the leadership wrangle. What the hell 
do we care who 1s to lead us, so long as he has the quality 
of leadership” Therefore, you brothers in Djibouti, we 
need help of any kind—we don't need empty talk. 


[Unidentified interviewer] Mr. Prime Minister, how do 
you intend to handle the problems currently afflicting 
Somalia” 


[Ghalib] Well, I have been asked that question before: 
nevertheless, | would like to reiterate that Somalia's 
current nroblems can only be ended through dialoguc. 
and that can only come about by holding a national 
conference attended by all the movements [passage 
indistinct]. Therefore, as we have stated earlier, we are 
ready for such a conference to be held at an opportune 
time that will also be acceptable to other organizations. 
Consultations are currently under way, and as soon as 
they say they are ready, we as an interim government will 
prepare all that is needed, such as security, housing, et 
cetera. [passage indistinct] [end recording] 


French Official Visits, Comments on Somalia 


AB2103135991 Paris AFP in English 1257 GMT 
21 Mar 91 


[Text] Djibouti, March 21 (AFP)}—France 1s sending 
medical and food aid to children in Somalia, French 
secretary of State for Humanitarian Action Bernard 
Kouchner said here on Thursday on returning from 
Somalia. A cargo of nine tonnes of medicines and food 
arrived at the port of Berbera in northern Somalia on 
Wednesday, and another 10 tonnes should arrive in 
Mogadishu during the next few days. 


Mr. Kouchner visited the Somali capital, parts of which 
have been destroyed by civil war, and the towns of 
Berbera and Hargeysa. Hargeysa was almost totally 
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destroyed by the army of then President Mohamed Siad 
Barre who was overthrown on January 27. The town was 
mined after the departure of its 350,000 inhabitants. 
“Five to ten people are blown up by mines every day.” 
Mr. Kouchner said. France might despatch a surgeon 
and was considering sending a mine-removal team, he 
added. 


Mr. Kouchner met acting Somali President Ali Mahdi 
Mohamed in Mogadishu, and during a brief halt in 
Djibouti he was to meet the president of Djibouti, 
Hassan Gouled Aptidon. 


Ethiopia 


EPRDF: Farmers Kill Fleeing WPE Officials 


F£.A2103153191 (Clandestine) Voice of the Tigray 
Revolution in Tigrinya to Ethiopia 1800 GMT 
20 Mar ¥1 


[Text] Workers Party of Ethiopia [WPE] officials 
including [word indistinct], who attempted to flee to 
Sudan by abandoning their army, have been killed by 
farmers from Chilga, in Gonder, and Arma Cheho. WPE 
officials who had fled from Gonder town, which was 
liberated in the Tewodros campaign. and who were from 
the 603d corps of the 25th Division have been killed by 
farmers from Chilga and Arma Cheho. 


Among the officials killed while trying to flee to Sudan 
by abandoning their army was Gezahegn Worke. who 
had shed the blood of many innocent Ethiopians as one 
of the Dergue’s chief figures. and who was acting subser- 
viently towards the authorities in a bid to prolong his 
tenure of power in Gonder region. He was a WPE 
Central Committee member, and WPE first secretary in 
northern Gonder. When the WPE Army was completely 
annihilated in Gojyam, Brigadier General Wegayehu 
Tura, commander of the [word indistinct) corps, was 
killed in Gonder in the same manner as Gezahegn Worke 
while trying to flee to Sudan. Lieutenant Colonel Tadese 
Kinetu, head of the Criminal Investigation Department 
of Gonder region, was killed by farmers of Chilga and 
(Arma Cheho). It was learned that among those killed 
were other officers and bureaucrats. 


Earlier, the Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Demo- 
cratic Front [EPRDF] called on the people of the area to 
be vigilant, to take note of those trying to flee from the 
war, and to take action against them. In this respect, the 
heroic farmers of Chilga and (Arma Cheho) have taken 
the appropriate action against the antipeople elements, 
and this shows that the people are implementing the 
EPRDF call. 


EPRDF, EPLF Rebels Rout ‘Huge Enemy Force’ 


£A2103215091 (Clandestine) Voice of the 
Ethiopian People for Peace, Democracy, and Freedom 
in Amharic 0400 GMT 21 Mar 91 


[Text] When the enemy moved in to Tigray from the 
direction of Rama, they brutally slaughtered 19 civilians 


and wounded seven others. This huge enemy force was 
routed by Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Democratic 
Front [EPRDF] and Eritrean People’s Liberation Front 
[EPLF] forces and local residents. While fleeing in dis- 
array, they slaughtered 19 people, including elderly men 
and women. Mosi were slaughtered in front of their own 
houses [words indistinct]. In addition, the enemy 
destroyed 33 houses with their contents and looted 
property from 12 houses and foodstuffs from 23 houses. 
However, our indomitable compatriots affirmed that 
they would not be disturbed by this barbaric act. 


Government Forces, Rebels Clash in Welo Area 


Government Force Repulsed 


EA2103215291 (Clandestine) Voice of the 
Ethiopian People for Peace, Democracy, and Freedom 
in Amharic 0400 GMT 21 Mar 91 


[Text] An enemy force which attempted to take Wichale 
from the Hayk front [in central Welo] has been repulsed. 
The enemy moved in from two directions in the same 
area. The force comprised one battalion of the regular 
Army force and several groups of militiamen. The enemy 
force was repulsed by our combatants in the area and by 
policemen. Thirty-six enemy soldiers were put out of 
action in this battle, out of which 12 were killed, six 
wounded, and 18 captured. Four other soldiers peace- 
fully surrendered. In addition, 18 light weapons and one 
Bren machine gun were seized. [passage indistinct] 


Army Inflicts ‘Serious Defeats’ 


£A2103212291 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 
ia Amharic 1700 GMT 21 Mar 91 


[Excerpt] The Shabiyyah [Eritrean People’s Liberation 
Front, EPLF] and Weyane [Tigre People’s Liberation 
Front, TPLF], who opened an arrogant offensive on 
three fronts around Dese and Kembolcha [Welo region] 
on 14 March 1991 have experienced serious defeats due 
to the firm steps taken by our revolutionary army and 
popular militia. In the engagement, many heavy and 
medium weapons and more than 50 of the bandits’ 
members were captured. Bekalu Degefaw has the details: 


[Begin recording] [Bekalu] Our revolutionary army and 
popular militia have inflicted heavy damage on the 
arrogant bandits and destroyed many Shabiyyah and 
Weyane bandits. The three-pronged offensive by 
Shabiyyah and Weyane around Dese and Kembolcha 
with the goal of destabilizing the area's security could 
not be realized due to the zealous fighting by our 
revolutionary army and popular militia. As our army 
knew its objectives properly, it managed to score a 
greater victory in the engagement. 


[Unidentified voice] The Army knew its objectives prop- 
erly and it fought gallantly and scored satisfactory victo- 
ries in order to thwart the vain attempts of the bandits. 
The Army has managed to show the broad masses what 
has been captured from the bandits. 
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[Bekalu] In an inspection soon after the destruction of 
the three-pronged attack of the bandits, we were able to 
go to the site and inspect the victories scored by our 
Army. When we looked at the captured weapons, we saw 
four B-10 heavy artillery launchers with their accesso- 
nies; one (Dushka), 13 heavy automatic machineguns; |! | 
anti-tank launchers, three RP-46 heavy machine guns, 
four M-14 assault rifles; two (?Pal) and one Type-94 
radio sets: 30 (?SKS) rifles: 41 Kalashnikov rifles: one 
G-three rifle. one 50-caliber (°shell and tube); numerous 
hand grenades; and ammunition for heavy and light 
weapons as well as an assortment of ammunition. 


In this engagement, many bandits were killed and 58 
have been captured. Members of the revolutionary army 
and popular militia that we met have told us that the 
fighting they are engaged in to thwart the arrogant 
offensive by the Shabiyyah and Weyane groups will not 
stop here but will continue with more heroism, and that 
they are ready for it. [end recording] [passage omitted] 


EPRDF Say Sela Dingay ‘Liberated’ 19 Mar 


FA2203100491 (Clandestine) Voice of the 
Ethiopian People for Peace, Democracy, and Freedom 
in Amharic 0400 GMT 22 Mar 91 


[Text] The Heroic Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary 
Democratic Front [EPRDF] popular army has punished 
the Dergue Army based in Sela Dingay. Tegulet na Bulga 
Province, and liberated the town of Sela Dingay. The 
heroic EPRDF popular army liberated the town of Sela 
Dingay in northern Shewa in an offensive carried out on 
19 March. 


In this victorious battle, the heroic EPRDF popular 
army completely annihilated two battalions of the 12th 
Welwel Brigade and one battalion of the 4th Welwel 
Brigade. The Dergue also deployed the 42d and 2\Ist 
Special Commando Brigades as well as the 146th, 89th, 
19th, and 502d Infantry Brigades joistly, which, well 
armed with heavy weapons and assisted by heavy air 
bombardments, made repeated attempts to recapture the 
towns of Sela Dingay and Mezezo, but all it could do was 
to sustain heavy losses and fail to recapture the towns. 


The Dergue carried out another intense offensive on 21 
March in the direction of Sela Dingay and attempted to 
recapture the town. The heroic EPRDF popular army in 
an effective offensive completely annihilated the 
enemy's 89th Infantry Brigade, and its 42¢ Special 
Commando Brigade, and weakened the 502d, 146th, and 
19th Brigades to a considerable degree. dispersing them 
and causing them to flee to [word indistinct]. 


The 21st Special Commando Brigade carried out an 
offensive in the direction of Mezezo and made an 
attempt to recapture Mezezo on the same day, but two 
battalions of the enemy army were routed and the 
attempt was foiled. 
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People Returning to Areas 
F.A2103175591 (Clandestine) Voice of the 
Ethiopian Pecple on the Path to Democracy in Amharic 
0400 GMT 21 Mar 91 


[Text] Students, teachers, workers, etc. have continued 
coming to the liberated areas. Since the weyane [Tigre 
People’s Liberation Front} gained military control of the 
towns of Gonder and Bahir Dar, many students. 
teachers, workers, medical workers, drivers, government 
employees etc. have continued coming to the liberated 
areas by contacting Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary 
Party [EPP P] combatan‘s operating in their areas or 
directly taking the ("rura') roads. 


Those coming in stated that they weze ready to struggle 
for democracy, peace, and the unity of the country and 
the people together with the EPRP. Trey only expressed 
their determined desire to work with the EPRP to 
contribute to these noble causes and have already begun 
practically participating in various spheres of the pop- 
ular struggle. Some of them have joined the forces and 
the rest are deployed in the public service sector where 
they are working in the medical, [word indistinct], and 
other spheres, according to news received from various 
areas. 


Kenya 


Reaction to U.S. Envoy's Book Distributioz 


KANU Official Criticizes 


£.420031108S91 Nairobi KENYA TIMES 
in English 18 Mar 91 pp 1, 18 


[By TIMES reporters] 


[Text] The Laikipia [Rift Valley Province] KANU 
[Kenya African National Union] Branch chairman, Mr 
Danson Ndumia, announced yesterday the local police 
had seized for scrutiny as to their appropriateness a 
number of books donated by the United States ambas- 
sador, Mr Smith Hempstone, to a local school. When 
contacted yesterday, the Laikipia district commissioner 
[DC] Mr Calestus Akelo, said he needed until today to 
establish the facts. 


Mr Hempstone had earlier said that the books he 
donated to Njyorua Secondary School in Laikipia had 
been impounded by the local district officer. Mr Ndumia 
claimed they were seized by the police. Mr Hempstone 
said the books were not seditious. The U.S. ambassador 
also donated books to Ngai Ndeithya Secondary School 
in the neighbouring Nyandarua District and the DC, Mr 
Ezekiel Machogu, confirmed yesterday, adding that the 
gift had not been seized. 


Mr Ndumia criticised Mr Hempstone’s visits, which he 
claimed was intended to “pollute the minds of peace- 
loving wananchi [citizens]". Mr Ndumia, who was 
addressing a public rally in Salama trading centre in 
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Rumuruti Division, said the ambassador had made two 
private visits to the area without the knowledge of the 
administration. Mr Ndumia pleaded with the govern- 
ment to investigate the envoy’s visits “as he keeps 
sneaking into the area”. He claimed the police are alert 
and would investigate the visits. “Instead of Mr Hemp- 
stone concentrating on his activities on the Peace Corps 
in this area, he went ahead and addressed students in the 
secondary sct.ool.”” he said. The MP told the crowd that 
he learnt of these visits from the area district officer, Mr 
Daniel Kurui. 


Since his appointment, Mr Hempstone, a former jour- 
nalist-turned diplomat, has visited many parts of Kenya 
to inspect U_S.-funded projects or meet loc.! leaders and 
administrators. Some of the visits have, how.ver. 
angered politicians, especially last August when he 
hosted a party for Jaramogi Oginga Odinga. former 
minister Achieng’ Ancko, Bishop Henry Okullu and 
other people at the Kisumu Railway Club. 


The leaders who addressed the meeting condemned the 
activities of Former Vice-President Jaramogi Oginga 
Odinga and told him that there was no room for a second 
political party. 


The press attache at the U.S. Embassy. Mr Craig 
Stromme., told the “KENYA TIMES” Mr Hempstone 
had gone to Laikipia with the knowledge of the Ministry 
of Foreign Aflairs and International Cooperation. He 
confirmed that Mr Hempstone had donated books to the 
mentioned schools as “gesture of goodwill”. “Mr Hemp- 
stone does not see anything sinister about it. [no closing 
quotes as published] 


The party was bitterly criticised by politicians who 
wondered how a diplomat would engage in activities 
which amounted to interference in the affairs of another 
country. The books were supplementary reading mate- 
rials on history and literature.” he added. [paragraph as 
published] 


Earlier, Mr Hempstone had told a “KENYA TIMES” 
journalist that he did not understand why the area 
district officer had impounded the books “which were 
not seditious”. 


The ambassador in his meet-the-people tours also visited 
Nyama Choma dens for roast meat, a local delicacy he 
claimed to cherish. He said such tours enabled him learn 
Kenyans better. Since last year, Mr Hempstone has 
become a controversial figure. being accused of sup- 
porting and assisting lawyers who escaped a government 
crackdown on dissidents after the 7th July nots, last 
year. He 1s also on record as insisting that Kenya should 
improve her human rights record and move towards 
pluralism in order to get more U.S. aid. The areas he has 
visited since coming to Nairobi include Turkana, Mom- 
basa. Central Province. Rift Valley and South Nyanza. 


'@ 


Envoy Accused of ‘Shirking’ Duties 
EA2103173491 Nairout KTN Television 
in English 1800 GMT 20 Mar 91 


{Excerpt} Parliament today accused the U.S. ambassador 
to Kenya, Smith Hempstone, of shirking his diplomatic 
duties and engaging in activities tantamount to subver- 
sion in Kenya. Among those who hit out at the ambas- 
sador were Minister for Energy Nicholas Biwott, Min- 
ister for Transport and Communications Joseph 
Kamotho, and a minister of state in the Office of the 
President, Burudi Nabwera. Several backbenchers also 
lashed at Hempstone as well as Paul Muite and the Law 
Society of Kenya for belittling Parliament and the laws it 
makes. The House was debating the exposition of public 
policy contained in President Daniel arap Mo's address 
from the chair yesterday. 


Biwott said a foreign ambassador had made it a habit of 
donating books to schools without the knowledge of local 
leaders in various parts of the country. The member of 
Parliament for Laikipia West, Danson Ndumia, said 
books donated by the ambassador to a school in his 
constituency have nothing to do with the country’s 
education system. Biwott said the envoy’: behavior was 
shameful. Kamotho called on Hempstone to respect 
Kenya's institutions, adding that the books the ambas- 
sador was distributing around the country had sinister 
motives. Nabwera said any foreign diplomat running 
around the country hoping to effect change in Kenya was 
wasting his time. He said Hempstone must be told that 
Kenya was never a communist country and any call for a 
multi-party system was in bad taste. [passage omitted] 


Leadership Denounces Act 


E£A2103154791 Nairobi KNA in English 1836 GMT 
20 Mar 91 


[Excerpt] Nairobi, 20th March (KNA) Parliament today 
began heaping praises for the exposition of public policy 
contained in President Daniel arap Moi's address to 
members during yesterday's state opening. 


Introducing the debate, the deputy leader of government 
business and minister for energy, Nicholas Biwott, said 
that President Moi was a wise and experienced head of 
state who should continue leading Kenyans to even 
greater heights of national development. He said that 
Kenyans alone had the responsibility to advocate any 
political changes in the country's leadership and nobody 
else could take this responsibility from them. 


Mr Biwott said that [he] was dismayed by the move by 
some foreign diplomats who toured some part of the 
country’s rural areas distributing books whose contents 
left a lot to be desired. He said that the act was shameful 
and a disgrace for a member of the diplomatic corps to 
engage in such an activity. He said that the Kenyan 
leadership was not amused by the act. [passage omitted] 
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Mr Biwott's sentiments on books donated by foreigners 
were echoed by the minister for transport and commu- 
nications, Mr Joseph Kamotho, who said such books 
should be given through the ministry of education. 


The U.S. ambassador to Kenya donated books in Nyan- 
darua district recently, drawing wrath from some leaders 
who have questioned the move. 


Parliament Discusses Distribution 
E.4A2103223091 Nairohi Domestic Service 
in Enelish 1830 GMT 21 Mar 91 


[From the “Day in Parliament” program: read by Agawo 
Pat Roberts] 


[Excerpts] Parliament today rejected those calling for 
political pluralism in Kenya and advised them to read 
the Constitution, which was very clear on the subject. 
Continuing with the debate on the president's speech 
during the opening of the National Assembly, the mem- 
bers reiterated that for the time being. Kenya had chosen 
a single party, as its society was not yet cohesive enough 
for multi-parties. 


Contributing to the motion on the president's speech, the 
minister for technical training and applied technology, 
Professor Sam Ongeri, said that Kenya will not be drawn 
into a situation where it will sacrifice its peace. He said 
Parliament was supreme and those who tried to belittle it 
had the intention of belittling Kenyans who elected 
them. The minister asked states malignive Kenya to 
leave it alone so as to solve its social, economic prob- 
lems. Prof. Ongeri said that Kenya was surrounded by 
chaotic states and wondered whether agitators wanted 
Kenya to join such countries. 


He appealed to the BBC to report objectively on Kenya 
and advised lawyer Paul Muite to respect the Constitu- 
tion. Prof. Ongeri, who is also the member of Parliament 
for Nyaribari-Masaba, said that Kenya was not authori- 
tarian or unreasonable. [passage omitted] 


Meanwhile, an assistant minister for environment and 
natural resources, Mr. Kabingu Muregi, was taken to 
task by members who demanded an explanation as to 
how a certain foreign envoy had managed to travel to his 
constituency and distrubute literature not conducive to 
the country’s education syllabus. Mr. Muregi had stood 
up to contribute to the motion on the presidential 
address when the member for Bunyala, Mr. Peter 
Okondo, stood on a point of order, asking Mr. Muregi. 
who is the member of Parliament for Nyandarua North, 
to table the books in the house to enable members to 
scrutinize them. 


Mr. Muregi told the House that he was shocked as the 
Nyandarua District KANU [Kenya African National 
Union] chairman to learn of the visit by the envoy who 
distributed books to a certain secondary school in his 
constituency. The member denied knowledge of the visit 
and refuted local media reports that he had agreed to the 
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visit. He said that investigations were still going on as to 
who had invited the envoy, and he had confiscated 
letters exchanged between the headmistress of the school 
and the foreign embassy. [passage omitted] Mr. Muregi 
promised to bring the books to the House. [passage 
omitted] 


Investigations Launched 


EA2103223591 Nairobi KTN Television 
in English 1800 GMT 21 Mar 91 


[Text] Investigations have been launched in Nyandarua 
North to find out who invited the U.S. ambassador to 
donate books to a school in the constituency. 


The member for the area, who is also an assistant 
minister for environment and natural resources, 
Kabingu Muregi, today told Parliament that the books 
were unfit for Kenya's educational system. He listed 
some of them as “Cross Winds of Freedom”, “The Soul 
of Black Force’, “Up From Slavery”, and Mark Twain. 


Standing on a point of order, the deputy leader of 
government business who ts also the minister for energy, 
Nicholas Biwott, referred to Section One of the Standing 
Order 73, which states that neither the personal conduct 
of the president, nor any conduct of the ruler or the 
government, or the representative in Kenya of any 
friendly country shall be referred to adversely upon 
specific substantive motion moved for that purpose. He 
stopped the House from attacking the U.S. ambassador 
under that order. 


The house was debating the exposition of public policy 
contained in President Daniel arap Moi's address from 
the chair when he officially opened Parliament on 
Tuesday this week. 


Somalia’s Barre Urged ‘To Lay Down His Arms’ 


AB2103143391 Paris AFP in English 1225 GMT 
21 Mar 91 


[By David Chazan] 


[Text] Nairobi, March 21 (AFP)}—Somalia’s provisional 
government has urged ousted ruler Mohamed Siad Barre 
to lay down his arms, a visiting minister said here 
Thursday, amid claims that rival armed factions were 
advancing on the capital, Mogadishu. Implicitly admit- 
ting that the septuagenarian former strongman was still 
in Somalia, visiting minister of State for Foreign Affairs 
[title as received] Abdullahi Sheikh Ismael said: “We 
have sent mission after mission to Siad Barre saying 
enough is enough” and urging him “to hand over his 
heavy weapons.” 


Major-General Siad Barre’s 21 years of repressive rule 
came to a bloody end in January when rebels of the 
United Somali Congress (USC) defeated government 
troops in Mogadishu in January and subsequently 
formed an interim government. Mr. Abdullahi, asked at 
a news conference here why the new authorities were 
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apparently unable to capture the former ruler, 
responded: “We want to settle this by peaceful means.” 
Maj.-Gen. Barre is believed to be holed up with his 
Marehan clansmen in south-western Somalia, near the 
Kenyan border. 


Meanwhile Yusuf Mohamed Ismail, a representative of 


the rival Somali Salvation Democratic Front (SSDF), 
which contests the government's validity, told AGENCE 
FRANCE-PRESSE that guerrillas of the SSDF and the 
Somali Patriotic Movement (SPM) were advancing on 
the capital from three sides. “Our fighters are moving 
towards Mogadishu from Kismaayo, in the south from 
Baydhabo, in the west, and from Gaalkacyo in the 
north,” he said. 


He accused the Hawiye-dominated USC of massacring 
members of Maj.-Gen. Siad Barre’s Darod people in 
Mogadishu, allegations which Mr. Abdullahi dismissed 
as “completely untrue,’ adding that the new government 
controlled the whole country. Mr. Mohamed, however, 
said that SSDF and USC forces had clashed this week 
near Ceel Buur, a USC stronghold 350 kilometres (210 
miles) north-east of Mogadishu. 


Mr. Abdullahi himself admitted that forces loyal to the 
provisional government had last month “wiped out” an 
SPM force which tried to block the route to the capital in 
Afgoye, 30 kilometres (18 miles) west of Mogadishu. The 
SPM and SSDF are mainly Darod. Attempts to bring the 
different clan-based armed groups to the negotiating 
table have so far come to nothing. A proposed “national 
reconciliation conference” has been postponed until a 
date still to be decided pending further consultations, 
Mr. Abdullahi said. 


Mr. Abdullahi was on the fifth leg of a foreign tour that 
has already taken him to Italy, Djibouti, Yemen and 
Egypt. He said he would leave the Kenyan capital 
“shortly” for Kampala, where he was to brief President 
Yoweri Museveni, the current chairman of the Organi- 
zation of African Unity, on the situation in Somalia. He 
said he had won an assurance from Kenyan authorities 
that the thousands of Somali refugees in the country 
would not use Kenya “as a base for subversion against 
Somalia. 


Uganda 


UPDCA Rebels Abduct Students in Lira District 


AB1903095891 Paris AFP in English 2341 GMT 
18 Mar 91 


[Text] Lira, Central Uganda, March 18 (AFP)—Rebels 
of the Uganda People’s Democratic Christian Army 
(UPDCA) abducted 35 students, 27 of them women, 
from Ng’etta teachers’ college in Lira district of central 
Uganda last Wednesday, [13 March] it was learned here 
Monday. Jasper Okello, a student who escaped after one 
day in rebel captivity said his fellow students were 
kidnapped by a group of 23 rebels wielding AK-47 rifles. 
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He said the students were chained together, made to 
carry heavy bags of looted property and marched off 
through the bushes. He said after a day's walk three 
female students collapsed from hunger and exhaustion, 
and were threatened with immediate execution. 


However just before the execution was to start one of the 
rebel commanders ordered that the three be released. 
However one of them was then denied freedom— 
because the commander said she was too beautiful to be 
let off. It was feared that the female students could be 
sexually abused by the rebels. The only food offered to 
the students after 10 hours walk was raw pork and 
cassava which they refused to eat. They were then made 
to cook cassava and mutton, Mr. Okello said. 


The rebels have been destroying property in the region, 
and have been notorious for burning down schools and 
cotton farms. Six schools have been torched since the 
beginning of the year. The people of Lira are unhappy 
with the ruling National Resistance Army (NRA) in the 
area because of the deterioration of law and order. Local 
people charged that although the authorities had been 
tipped off about the presence of the rebels, nothing was 
done to stop prevent the attack. 


NRA offiials however said they could not engage the 
rebels, fearing that students would be caught in the 
cross-fire. Following the escape of some students the 
rebels are expected to keep a tight grip on those still in 
captivity. 


The UPDCA 1s an offshot of the Holy Spirit movement 
of Alice Lakwena, which was defeated by the NRA four 
years ago. They are active mainly in northern Uganda. 


‘Hundreds’ Flee Following Raids 


AB2003212891 Paris AFP in English 1658 GMT 
20 Mar 91 


[Text] Lira, Uganda, March 20 (AFP)}—Hundreds of 
villagers have fled their homes in northern Uganda in the 
wake of raids by armed rebels who killed two people and 
abducted another 70 last week, local officials said here. 


Guerrillas of the Ugandan People’s Democratic Chris- 
tian Army (UPDCA) entered the north-eastern district of 
Karamoja from neighbouring Lira district on March 13 
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and took the 70, who included 35 college students, to an 
unknown destination, the officials said Tuesday. 


Previous reports had said only that the students were 
abducted from a teachers’ college. The rebels also shot 
dead a teacher and a medical worker. 


The abductions triggered a mass exodus from villages in 
the district to the nearby town of Lira, where hundreds of 
villagers have already sought sanctuary. Many more 
have abandoned their homes, and relief workers said 
they expected up to 5,000 displaced people to reach Lira 
by the weekend. The town has no food for the new 
arrivals, but officials said they had appealed for emer- 
gency supplies from the capital, Kampala. 


Prime Minister George Adiebo told parliament Tuesday 
that the Ugandan army had rescued 19 of the students, 
but did not give details. Minister of State for Defence 
David Tinyefunza said a house-to-house search for the 
rebels was under way in northern Uganda. He said they 
would be tried for treason, despite a recent amnesty 
announced by President Yowert Museveni for rebels 
who surrendered. 


Prime Minister on Measures 


F£A2103171291 Kampala Domestic Service 
in English 0700 GMT 20 Mar 91 


[Text] The prime minister, Mr. George Cosmas Adyebo, 
has outlined the steps the government is taking to deal 
with the current problems of rebel activities and famine 
in northern Uganda. 


He told the NRC [National Resistance Council] sitting 
in Kampala yesterday that by | 700 that day, 19 students 
abducted from Ngetta [National Teachers] College by a 
group of [Joseph] Kony rebels had been rescued by the 
NRA. 


On famine which is hitting Karamoja as a result of 
drought, the prime minister announced that the govern- 
ment has already dispatched relief food to all counties in 
Moroto and Kotido Distircts. He also announced that 
the government will soon invite members of non- 
governmental organizations and diplomats to visit the 
region to see where they can assist. 


On security, he said army personnel have been dis- 
patched to various areas of insurgency in the country. 
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Further Reportage on Repatriation of Exiles 


Botha Announces UNHCR To Help 


MB2103185691 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1851 GMT 21 Mar 91 


[Text] Cape Town Mar 21 SAPA—The South African 
Government will allow the United Nations High Com- 
missioner for Refugees to help in the repatriation of 
political exiles, Foreign Affairs Minister Pik Botha 
announced on Thursday night. “This invitation is sub- 
ject to reaching a mutually acceptable agreement 
between the government and the high commissioner,” 
Mr Botha said in a statement issued in Cape Town. 


“The agreement will be drawn up in such a way as to 
ensure [passage indistinct]. 


UN Official Criticizes State 


MB1803095891 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0918 GMT 18 Mar 91 


[By Clyde Russell] 


[Text] Johannesburg March 18 SAPA—The govern- 
ment’s “intransigence” on the involvement of the 
United Nations High Commission for Refugees 
[UNHCR] is one of the major problems facing the 
committee organising the return of South African exiles. 


This is according to Mr Mohammed Dangor, an execu- 
tive committee member of the National Coordinating 
Committee for the Repatriation of South African Exiles 
(NCCR). Mr Dangor said in a recent interview govern- 
ment has yet to say whether the UN body can become 
involved in the return of an estimated 40,000 exiles. The 
involvement of the UNHCR is necessary for several 
reasons, according to Mr Dangor. The NCCR says it 
needs a body to coordinate the programme outside South 
Africa, and the UNHCR would also be “ideal” as a 
conduit for funds pledged by overseas donor countries. 
The UNHCR has a “larger role than a travel agent” and 
Mr Dangor is of the opinion that the involvement of a 
body with the stature of the UN would help sooth any 
fears returning exiles may have. 


“A credible party will make things easier for exiles,” he 
said, explaining the NCCR would also like the UNHCR 
to play a monitoring role in the massive operation to 
bring emigres home. 


Another reason the NCCR thinks it is essential to have 
the participation of the UNHCR is that the project 
involves vast sums of money. Mr Dangor estimates more 
than R[{rand]40 million will be needed to repatriate 
exiles, and that figure does not include providing assis- 
tance to exiles once they are back in South Africa. 


Apart from the problem with the government on the 
issue of the UNHCR, Mr Dangor feels there is a “fair 
level’ of cooperation between the NCCR and the author- 
ities. 
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There have been three formal meetings between the two 
groups and Mr Dangor said there is “ongoing contact on 
a daily basis’. However, the NCCR feels the adminis- 
trative process exiles have to go through is “tedious” and 
they would like to see a general amnesty declared. 
According to the NCCR about 700 exiles have already 
returned. The government has received more than 6,000 
indemnity applications from exiles, of which about 
2,000 have been processed. 


Turning to other problems the NCCR is facing, Mr 
Dangor said the issue of spouses and children aquired 
while in exile was “very, very complicated”. 


Another factor requiring attention is the position of 
exiles who have been stripped of their South African 
citizenship and those who have had to take out foreign 
passports, so that they could remain in certain countries. 
A considerable number of white exiles fit into this 
category. These are young men who left the country to 
avoid military service and Mr Dangor said the NCCR is 
liaising with the End Conscription Campaign and other 
bodies in an effort to help these people. 


Although the NCCR has still a considerable amount of 
work to do, Mr Dangor said he was pleased with some of 
the successes already achieved. He said it is “remark- 
able” that the PAC [Pan-Africanist Congress], Azapo 
{[Azanian People’s Organization], the ANC [African 
National Congress] and the churches are all working 
together, through the NCCR, to facilitate the return of 
exiles. 


The cooperation achieved by these often disparate 
organisations “is a good omen for the future,’ Mr 
Dangor said. 


Canada Donates 100,000 Rand 


MB2003091091 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0822 GMT 20 Mar 91 


[Text] Pretoria March 20 SAPA—The Canadian 
Embassy on Wednesday [20 March] announced a grant 
of R{rand]100,000 towards the repatriation of exiles. 


A statement from the embassy said the money would be 
given to the National Coordinating Committee for the 
Repatriation [NCCR] of South African Exiles, to meet 
“immediate needs associated with the repatriation exer- 
cise”. 

Under an agreement signed with the NCCR, the Cana- 
dian funds will be used to cover some of the costs 
associated with “providing relocation grants to returning 
exiles”. 


This is the third grant of R100,000 given by the Cana- 
dian Government for use in the repatriation process. The 
previous grants were used to establish regional NCCR 
support structures and to purchase a reception centre in 
the western Cape. 
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The statement said these contributions were partial 
fulfillment of a committment by Canadian Prime Min- 
ister Brian Mulroney to provide R13 million for the 
repatriation and reintegration of exiles and political 
prisoners. 


Lawyers Meet To Discuss Return 


MB1603153291 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1500 GMT 16 Mar 91 


[Text] More than 100 lawyers are meeting in Johannes- 
burg to discuss the return of exiles 1» South Africa. 


A news conference will be held tomorrow, Sunday [17 
Mar], where the organizers will report on the outcome of 
their talks. 


The National Coordinating Committee for the Repatri- 
ation of South African Exiles says stumbling blocks 
around indemnity requirements are being discussed. 


Legal guidelines for the return of exiles, the situation of 
stateless people and those from the southern African 
independent countries of Transkei, Bophuthatswana, 
Venda, and Ciskei are also receiving attention. 


Return Postponed Pending Decision 


MB1903145491 Umtata Capital Radio 
in English 1400 GMT 19 Mar 91 


[Text] The second flight of exiles returning to South 
Africa has been postponed. 


The committee organizing the return of exiles says the 
flight will only be reorganized after the government has 
made a decision on the role of the United Nations High 
Commission on Refugees [UNHCR]. A decision on 
whether the UN body will participate in the repatriation 
program is due to be made tomorrow. 


The committee says the UNHCR involvement is essen- 
tial to the success of the program. 


Exiles To Miss ANC’s Conference 


MB1703153691 Johannesburg SUNDAY STAR 
in English 17 Mar 91 p 16 


{Report by Sefako Nyaka: “Thousands of ANC Exiles To 
Miss the Party”’] 


[Excerpt] Thousands of African National Congress 
[ANC] exiles will not be home in time for the organisa- 
tion's national conference in June. 


Of the estimated 20,000 ANC exiles, only about 1,800 
will have been airlifted into the country by then. 


According to ANC spokesman Gill Marcus it had never 
been the organisation's intention to have all exiles back 
in the country for the conference. 


“Our position was that every returnee who wishes to 
come back should be allowed to do so,”” Ms Marcus said. 
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This week Moss Chikane, spokesman for the National 
Coordinating Committee for the Repatriation of SA 
{South African] exiles (NCCR), said 110 exiles were 
scheduled to arrive at Jan Sm ts Airport next Thursday. 


Thereafter exiles would be flown in at a rate of 110 a 
week on Zambian Airways chartered flights. Mr Chikane 
said 200 flights over the next 16 weeks—an average of 12 
flights a week—would have been required to bring back 
all ANC exiles by the end of June. 


But the cost of R[rand]2,064,550 to charter a single flight 
from the Zambian capital and the logistics of the exercise 
made this impossible, he said. 


Mr Chikane said although funds had been pledged by 
foreign donors, money was tight. He said the R300 
one-off grant given to exiles on arrival might be 
increased. 


The Swedish government had donated more than 500 
airline tickets and R450,000 to the NCCR. The Cana- 
dian government had donated R100,000 to meet emer- 
gency needs, while the Japanese Embassy had donated 
R251,000. 


The high cost of repatriation has forced the ANC to 
transport by road the goods of exiles in neighbouring 
countries. Those in overseas countries would have their 
goods transported by ship. 


Concern about their safety and job prospects, as well as 
the delay in granting indemnity, has left scores of 
returning exiles angry and frustrated. 


An ANC spokesman said 30 percent of exiles were 
““highly-qualified professionals”. They included doctors, 
dentists, engineers, scientists and pilots. 


Most had qualified in the Soviet Union, the then 
German Democratic Republic, Cuba and Ethiopia. [pas- 
sage omitted] 


Welfare System Needs ‘Fundamental’ Adjustments 


MB2003194891 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1917 GMT 20 Mar 91 


[Text] Cape Town March 20 SAPA—Fundamental 
adjustments were necessary in South Africa's welfare 
system, the state president, Mr F.W. de Klerk, said on 
Wednesday. 


Delivering the first Erica Theron Memorial Lecture at an 
Afrikaanse Christelike Vroue Vereniging [Afrikaner 
Christian Women’s Association] banquet, he said the 
question was how the welfare system could play the most 
constructive role in a future South Africa. 


It was important that attention be given in future to 
welfare programmes aimed at the repair, improvement 
and strengthening of the individual, family and commu- 
nity at all levels. The state would never be in a position 
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to develop welfare programmes in isolation. These pro- 
grammes should be developed by communities them- 
selves, but with the help of the state where necessary. 
South Africa had a lot of work to do to motivate 
communities to this end. Exceptional initiative was 
necessary to bring out the latent potential of volunteers 
in communities where there were large backlogs. 


Mr de Klerk said the welfare system in the public and 
private sectors would have to master the ability to 
market itself according to requirements and compete 
against other priorities. 


Botha Confirms Australia’s Hawke Considering Visit 


MB1903113891 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1106 GMT 19 Mar 91 


[By political correspondent Pierre Claassen] 


[Text] Cape Town March 19 SAPA—The minister of 
foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha, confirmed on Tuesday [19 
March] that the possibility of a visit to South Africa by 
the Australian prime minister, Mr Bob Hawke, was being 
discussed by the two governments. “He would be wel- 
come to visit South Africa should he wish to do so," Mr 
Botha said. 


He said Mr Hawke and the state president, Mr F.W. de 
Klerk, had been in correspondence with one another for 
several months and that relations between the two coun- 
tries had indeed improved as evidenced by Mr Hawke's 
willingness to play a leading role in lifting sanctions 
against South Africa. The two leaders had corresponded 
on the changes in South Africa and their implications for 
relations between the two countries. Australia’s foreign 
minister, Senator Gareth Evans, had been invited to visit 
South Africa at a mutually convenient time in order to 
explore a possible visit by the prime minister. 


Earlier, Mr Hawke also confirmed that a visit was being 
considered. The mostly likely timetable for the visit 
would be after the Commonwealth heads of government 
meeting (CHOGM) in Zimbabwe in October. “I'm going 
to Zimbabwe in October,” Mr Hawke said. 


“If the processes and the sorts of emergent timetables in 
South Africa were to go on then that (a visit to South 
Africa) is something I could consider,” he told the 
Australian FINANCIAL REVIEW. “I regard it essen- 
tially as an obligation on Australia to take a lead now. 
Just as we took the lead in imposing sanctions trying to 
force the smashing of apartheid,’ Hawke said. 


Buthelezi Commends ANC for Accepting IFP 


MB2003 163891 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1100 GMT 20 Mar 91 


[Text] The chief minister of kwaZulu, and leader of the 
Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP], Dr. Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi, says that the meeting between the IFP and the 
ANC [African National Congress] on 29 January will go 
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down in history as the most important political event in 
South Africa, since President F.W. de Klerk’s speech in 
February last year. 


Addressing the kwaZulu Legislative Assembly in Ulundi, 
Dr. Buthelezi said he believed that the ANC delegation 
had come to the January meeting determined to achieve 
reconciliation. He praised the ANC for the constructive 
way in which they had approached the joint committees 
of the two organizations, and said he was grateful that 
the ANC had accepted the political reality of the IFP. 


Central Committee Resolutions Issued 


MB1703211091 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2042 GMT 17 Mar 91 


{Sapa PR Wire Service Issued by: Office of the President 
of the Inkatha Freedom Party] 


[Text] Ulundi, Sunday [dateline as received]—The fol- 
lowing resolutions were passed tonight by the Central 
Committee of the Inkatha Freedom Party {IFP]: Reso- 
lution | 


We the members of the Central Committee of Inkatha 
Freedom Party have proclaimed our support for the 
agreements and the accords reached between Inkatha 
Freedom Party and the African National Congress 
[ANC] in Durban on the 29th January 1991. We reaffirm 
our commitment to do everything in our power to 
normalise relationships between the IFP and the ANC. 


We reaffirm our commitment with the ANC to eliminate 
violence in every possible way. We reaffirm our respect 
for Dr. Nelson Mandela. 


We totally support our president's refusal to attend the 
meeting he was virtually summoned to by Mr. Walter 
Sisulu in order to discuss violence together with leaders 
of others, self-governing territories and the deputy pres- 
ident of the ANC [sentence as received]. We the Central 
Committee of the IFP resolve: 


1. To deplore the violence that has broken out in 
Alexandra and the Port Shepstone area and call on 
everybody from all sides to trash their weapons and to 
talk instead of maiming and killing [sentence as 
received]. 

2. To applaud the joint initiatives by the IFP and the 
ANC which are taking place to eliminate violence in 
Alexandra and in Port Shepstone. 

3. To assert as forcefully as we can that those leaders 
whose people and whose organisations are involved in 
violence are the leaders who should meet to eliminate 
violence. 

4. To support President Buth"lezi's refusal to attend the 
meeting called by Dr. Mandela because the agenda and 
the participants would not and could not make the 
necessary contribution to the elimination of the violence 
that broke out in Alexandra and in the Port Shepstone 
area. 
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5. To state firmly that the ANC and Inkatha Freedom 
Party have established work groups and peace initiatives 
to which, they have nominated their respective members 
and it 1s the ongoing work by these groups and initiatives 
which can accumulate advances against the violence and 
there should be no vote of no confidence in them by 
calling for additional meetings over their heads. Resolu- 
tion 2 


We the members of the Central Committee of Inkatha 
Freedom Party have struggled to establish a multi-party 
democracy in South Africa which shall be race free and 
in which all shall be free before the law and the consti- 
tution regardless of race, colour, sex or creed. We have 
always insisted that only a national effort compre- 
hending all the political forces which oppose apartheid 
and seek to establish a fair and just race-free society 
could establish a true democracy and keep it functioning 
[sentence as received]. We therefore resolve: 


1. To call on all political parties to recognise that both 
the far left and the far right could be productive of 
previously disruptive forces which could be destructive 
of the negotiation process. 

2. To call for the recognition that fear could be the 
driving force that unleashes these destructive forces from 
the far left and the far right and that the negotiation 
process should be constituted and directed to deal with 
fear. 

3. To call on the African National Congress to desist in 
its attempt to fashion negotiations around the require- 
ments of the Harare Declaration which calls for a con- 
Stituent assembly leading to an interim government 
which substantial sections of the population, both black 
and white, would regard as jumping dangerously into the 
dark. 

4. To call on all political parties to declare their support 
for the ideal of making negotiations a process in which 
we move away from all-or-nothing politics in winner- 
takes-all situations and move towards consensus politics 
more befitting for a society in which there is devolution 
of power and the enhancement of second and third tier 
levels of government. Resolution 3 


We the members of the Central Committee of Inkatha 
Freedom Party express our support for the fundamental 
principle that a multi-party democracy can only be 
established by a multi-party negotiation process. 


We express a widely felt view in South Africa that it is 
now time that the country be clear about who the 
negotiators are going to be. 


We resolve to call on the South African Government: 


1. To formally state that all political parties with proven 
support will be assured of a seat at the negotiating table 
and to start formally establishing what the term “proven 
support” means in discussions and negotiations with 
political parties. 

2. To formally accept the need for kwaZulu as an 
erstwhile [as received] sovereign kingdom with an his- 
torical sense of identity and purpose and a historical 
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track record of being a responsible participant in the 
creation of South Africa as it emerged to be represented 
al the negotiating table. 

3. To urge the South African Government to have 
discussions with the leaders of other self-governing ter- 
ritories to ascertain their intentions of wanting to be at 
the negotiating table or not. 

4. To urge the South African Government to formally 
ascertain whether the government's of TVBC [Transkei- 
Bophuthatswana-Venda-Ciskei] regions wish to be 
involved in negotiations. 

5. To declare its own views about the need for provincial 
administrators to be represented at the negotiating table. 
6. To attach urgency to the fulfillment of these requests 
and at the earliest possible date to lay matters relating to 
the above before a multi-party conference for final 
decisions. Resolution 4 


We the members of the Central Commitice of Inkatha 
Freedom Party speak for the overwhelmingly [as 
received] majority of South Africans when we say that 
whatever else the new constitution may be, it should 
make specific provision for a substantial devolution of 
power outwards and downwards and should build in 
entrenched safeguards against any government of the 
future ever acquiring the kind of draconian state powers 
that successive National Party governments built around 
themselves. We resolve: 


1. To call on all political parties to recognise that the 
devolution of power is essential for reconciliation and 
good in politics and that there will be no devolution of 
power unless second tier government structures enhance 
powers and wider jurisdiction over the running of the 
regions in which they exist. 

2. To call on all political parties to recognise that future 
central government tyranny and future government 
racism can best be avoided in the circumstances in which 
the devolution of power is associated with the definition 
and redefinition of areas of second tier government 
jurisdiction in such a way that the protection of minority 
group rights gives no group any prospects whatsoever of 
dominating as a group. Resolution 5 


We the members of the Central Committee of Inkatha 
Freedom Party speak for an overwhelming majority of 
South Africans of all race groups when we call on 
everybody to bring peace and stability about to facilitate 
the commencement of the process of negotiation. 


We have always argued that negotiations must become a 
process in South Africa and negotiations will never 
succeed if they are thrust into a Harare Declaration-type 
once only final event. We resolve: 


1. To call on all political parties to work for the normal- 
isation of South Africa as a modern, Western-type, 
industrial, race-free democracy to increase the stability 
and to provide greater continuity to the process of 
change because this 1s what people want and it is in this 
direction that negotiations can gain the widest support 
across all race and political barriers. 
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2. To call on black political leaders to recognise that the 
struggle for liberation has always been about black entry 
into the South Africa they knew, but stripped of racism. 
3. To call on all black political leaders to recognise that 
common purpose in black politics leading to common 
purpose between black and white in the pursuit of the 
new South Africa could best be achieved by directing 
change to eradicate apartheid and the worst that there 1s 
in South Africa, while protecting the best that there is. 


Resolution 6 


We the members of the Central Committee of Inkatha 
Freedom Party have always had intense pride in our 
president, Dr. Mangosuthu Buthelezi; because his lead- 
ership is an epitomy of everything great in civilised, 
democratic politics and because he casts his political 
astuteness and forthright leadership in a humanist dig- 
nity in which the spirit of Ubuntu-Botho is supreme 
[sentence as received]. 


We have always been proud of our president because he 
leads in politics to give the ordinary people, the poor, the 
oppressed and the afraid, hope and faith by aiming to 
establish a caring society around them. We have always 
been proud of our president because he is a man of peace 
who abhors violence as was so evident at the kwaZulu 
prayer breakfast in Durban on the 7th March where his 
political decency was expressed in profound Christian 
faith and convictions. We resolve: 


1. To express our great admiration to our president for 
his sensitive call for the spirit of forgiveness in South 
African politics and to admire him for feeling so deeply 
about the victims of violence that he was moved to tears. 
2. To say to our president that we are proud of him 
because real compassion belongs to the powerful and the 
mighty. 

3. To call on all South Africans to heed our president's 
demand for a deepening of the debate about repentance 
and forgiveness in politics and to call on all commenta- 
tors and the media, both written and electronic, to help 
make 1991 a year of forgiveness and reconciliation. 

4. To utterly deplore the comments made by Mr. Harry 
Gwala about our president's call at the kwaZulu prayer 
breakfast and to deplore his statement that the ANC had 
no reason to apologise to South Africa, despite the fact 
that the ANC did plant bombs in dustbins, did plant 
bombs in discos, did plant bombs in supermarkets and 
did plant bombs in all manner of places where it was 
quite certain that ordinary innocent by-standers would 
be killed and maimed. 


Further Reaction to Constituent Assembly Issue 


ANC's September Demands Assembly 


4\1B 1603053891 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2358 GMT 15 Mar 91 


[Text] Cape Town Mar 16 SAPA—It was acknowledged 
that in the “not too distant future” electoral participa- 
tion by all had to be introduced, African National 
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Congress [ANC] national executive member Mr Reggie 
September said on Saturday [16 March]. 


“By now we all realise that there are many systems on the 
drawing board and many processes by which these 
systems can be introduced,” he told a graduation cere- 
mony at the University of the Eastern Cape. “We need to 
ensure that both the process and the system is demo- 
cratic,” he said. There needed to be a complete separa- 
tion with the present system. 


Mr September said an interim government would need 
to improve all parties capable of making a meaningful 
contribution to change. The right of all our people to 
govern is not open to compromise. “Our people have 
reached a stage of no return and the world stands side by 
side with us in our claim to full and equal franchise 
rights. “We have the strength nationally and internation- 
ally to ensure that the present Parliament and the present 
cabinet makes way for an interim government.” Mr 
September said. 


The country needed a new constitution and all South 
Africans should be allowed to elect a constituent 
assembly. “For such an election to be fair to all parties. 
the present regime cannot be trusted with the responsi- 
bility of preparing the necessary voter's rolls. demar- 
cating constituencies, and generally supervising such 
elections.” 


Mr September said the ANC leadership had been jailed. 
exiled, banned and its organisations illegalised for 
almost 30 years, but had now won the right to come out 
of the shadows. “Quir people must be encouraged to 
examine each and every shade of political opinion. 
Above all let us examine the role of each organisation in 
the struggle for change.” Mr September said. 


DP Leader Discusses Assembly 


MB1803091691 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0849 GMT 18 Mar 91 


[Text] Johannesburg March 18 SAPA—Elections for a 
constituent assembly would turn into a power struggle 
between parties and would have little to do with consti- 
tutional matters, the leader of the Democratic Party 
{DP}, Dr Zach de Beer, said on Monday [18 March]. 


Delivering the keynote address at the Transnet [trucking 
firm] labour relations conference, he said such a system 
could allow any party or a coalition with a majority in 
the assembly to ride “roughshod over the minorities and 
imposing a constitution which placed no limitations on 
majority power’. Once the terms of the Constitution 
were agreed, a constituent assembly could be one of the 
ways of legitimising it. 


An interim government, Dr de Beer said. would prob- 
ably be self-appointed and would have no legitimacy. 
authority or accountability. He suggested the present 
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government remained in existence but took an increas- 
ingly lower profile while input from the liberation move- 
ments was made. This could be done through joint 
advisory committees or draft legislation to Parliament. 


“Every political leader should understand responsibility 
to the nation as a whole. Whatever the needs of his party 
may be, he should never act in such a way that his party 
gains at the expense of the nation.” 


Reserve Bank Notes Economic ‘Turn for the Better’ 


MB2003 103291 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0919 GMT 20 Mar 91 


[Text] Johannesburg March 20 SAPA—The South 
African economy has shown a turn for the better in 
certain respects says the South African Reserve Bank in 
its latest quarterly report. 


The bank says that at the beginning of the year informed 
opinion was that 1991 would be a period of consolida- 
tion with little or no postive growth and possibly a 
negative growth rate. 


Among the factors in play included a slowing down of real 
growth in world economies, a prospective indifferent per- 
formance in the dollar price of gold, a substantially higher 
dollar price of oil as a result of the Middle East crisis and 
a poor outlook for South African agriculture. 


The bank says: “Lack of room for manoeuvre in the 
balance of payments and a stubborn inflation rate would 
preclude any substantial easing of monetary and fiscal 
policies.” 


Other factors included a hold-back on investment 
spending caused by the uncertain outlook for South 
Africa on both the economic and political front and a 
possible set-back to consumer confidence caused by less 
buoyant employment opportunities, less favourable 
prospects for inflation beating or matching salaries and 
the high burden of household debt. 


The bank goes on to state: “By mid-March 1991, several 
of these factors remained in force and prospects for 
growth in the South African economy in 1991 had still to 
be approached with realistic sobriety. 


“Certain recent developments, however, implied turns 
for the better in various respects”. 


These factors include: 


—the rapid and satisfactory end to the Gulf appears to 
have lifted the outlook for the U.S. economy and the 
apparent recession there could be shorter and shal- 
lower than previously expected; 

—improved outlook for South African agriculture 
because of recent rains. 

—a more confident on the outlook for the lifting of 
sanctions against this country; 
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—some evidence of enhanced moderation in monetary 
wage increases in some important areas of the private 
sector, 


—certain sectors of the JSE [Johannesburg Stock 
Exchange] are showing better performance as a result 
of improved interest rate expectations and 


—financial markets’ widely held expectations that 
interest rates would decline were supported by the 
recent one per cent drop in the bank rate. 


State Alleges Winnie Mandela Guilty of Assaults 


MB1803121891 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1137 GMT 18 Mar 91 


[Text] Johannesburg March 18 SAPA—Winnie Mandela 
allegedly participated in two crimes of kidnap and 
assault previous to the kidnap and assault of three men 
and a youth for which she is presently being tried for in 
the Rand supreme court. 


This was sumitted on Monday by the state when 
applying for the court's recognition of “similar fact 
evidence” in an effort to prove Mrs Mandela's motive 
and intent in the kidnap and assault crimes she 1s 
accused of. 


State advovate Jan Swanepoel said the modus operandi 
in the two previous incidents were similar to details 
provided by complainants Kenneth Kgase and Thabiso 
Mono when they described how they and two others 
were abducted and then severely ssambokked [whipped] 
by Mrs Mandela and members of her Mandela Football 
Club bodyguard on December 29, 1988. Mr Swanepoel, 
describing the two previous incidents which he alleges 
Mrs Mandela was party to, said two people were taken 
from their homes in the early hours of September 26, 
1988 by a group of men. The two unidentified victims 
were taken by minibus, in which Mrs Mandela was a 
passenger, to her Diepkloof house where they were lifted 
into the air and dropped, and plastic bags were pulled 
over their heads. “Accused eight (Mrs Mandela) was 
present at some stage during the assaults,’ Mr Swane- 
poel said. 


He said the second incident occurred on November 13, 
1988. Mrs Mandela and others allegedly arrived in a 
minibus at a man’s house in Soweto. “In the minibus was 
his (the unnamed man’s) 21-year-old son, who had 
obviously been assaulted.’ Mrs Mandela allegedly told 
the man his son was being taken with them. “The young 
man was then taken to 585 Diepkloof (Mrs Mandela's 
address), where he was assaulted. He was never seen 
again.” Mrs Swanepoel said the latter incident was 
similar to the murder of 14-year-old Stompie Seipei, the 
youth abducted with Mr Kgase, Mr Mono and Mr Pelo 
Mekgwe. Jerry Richardson, Mrs Mandela's former body- 
guard, was sentenced to death last year for Stompie’s 
murder following the discovery of the youth's body in an 
open field in Soweto. His throat had been slit. 
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Mr Swanepoel explained that the names of people 
involved in the two previous incidents were being with- 
held but would probably be revealed if the evidence was 
accepted by the court. 


Mrs Mandela's advocate, Mr George Bizos, was arguing 
against the admissability of the evidence at the lunch 
adjournment on Monday. He said Mrs Mandela's 
defence argument was that she was not party to the 
assault and that she had nothing to do with the kidnap. 
The onus was on the state to prove otherwise. It could 
not submit “similar fact evidence” when she denied even 
being present when the crime for she was being charged 
with had taken place. 


Earlier in the day forensic policeman Major Johannes 
Claassens told the court how he found blood samples on 
the ceiling, curtains and all four walls of a room at the 
back of Mrs Mandela's home. May Claassens was giving 
evidence about police investigations into the alleged 
assault on December 29, 1988. The policeman also 
confirmed investigating two bloodied shirts which were 
apparently worn by Stompie on the day he was mur- 
dered. 


Mrs Mandela is appearing in the kidnap and assault trial 
with Xoliswa Falati, her daughter, Nompumelelo, and 
John Morgan. All four accused have pleaded not guilty. 
The hearing 1s proceeding. 


22 Mar Press Review of Current Issues, Problems 
MB2203123491 


{Editorial Report] 
BUSINESS DAY 

Tax Consumer Watchdogs Effectiveness Doubted— 
“Underlying Finance Minister Barend du Plessis’ ‘leap 
of faith’ on Wednesday [20 Mar] 1s the R[rand]7bn 
[billion] he will give annually to manufacturers,” notes a 
page 12 editorial in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English on 22 March. “If these benefits are passed on to 
consumers, the leap will succeed. If not, mt wall fail.” 
“Will the benefits of hundreds of millions of rands a 
month be passed on? Government 1s calling for VAT 
[Value Added Tax] consumer watchdogs, but we doubt 
these animals will be effective. Watchdogs cannot pre- 
scribe prices in a free market.” 


Criticism of Parliamentarian Salary Increases—A 
second editorial on the same page refers to Finance 
Minister Du Plessis’s budget address when he said: 
“This budget asks, for the sake of the country, the 
cooperation of all—from those who will have to swallow 
some bitter pills and from those who, by contrast, will get 
a spoonful of syrup."” “Is not Du Plessis’ call for sacrifice 
admirable and touching? We need a man to lead from 
the front.” Du Plessis’s words of inspiration are only 
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matched by “the modesty and coyness he displays in 
failing to explain the reward he and his fellow Members 
of Parliament [MP] are going to receive for their work on 
our behalf. Slipped inconspicuously into the budget 
papers 1s the news that our legislators are to receive 
Salary increases averaging 27.4 percent. This follows on 
the 25 percent that MPs received last year.” 
SOWETAN 

Call for Unity Among Black Groups Welcome—The call 
by Pan-Africanist Congress (PAC) leader Clarence Mak- 
wetu for unity between his organization, the African 
National Congress (ANC) and the Azanian People’s 
Organization (Azapo) “brings the idea of a Patriotic 
Front one step closer,” declares a page |2 editorial in 
Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 22 March. 
“Makwetu ts right when he says the common enemy ts 
white domination. Let that enemy be defeated first and 
then give the people the chance to decide who will rule 
the new nation.” 


THE WEEALY MAIL 


Ediorial Lontes Budget’s ‘Lack of Boldness’—"Having 
failed to make much progress on the need for greater 
social spending, Minister of Finance Barend du Plessis 
tried during his Budget speech this week to shift the 
blame onto the African National Congress and other 
supporters of sanctions,” notes Johannesburg THE 
WEEKLY MAIL in English for 22-27 March in a page 18 
editorial. His budget “was marked by a distinct lack of 
boldness. It was conservative and, at a time whent he 
country needs clear direction and leadership, was most 
notable for not doing terribly much.” THE WEEKLY 
MAIL admits that getting the money tsa concern, but 11 
iS not impossible.” It notes the “trappings of the tricam- 
eral system remain, as well as unpleasant legacies of 
apartheid history such as the Bureau for Information. It 
might be beyond Du Plessis’ power to do so, but the 
savings achieved by scrapping those would go some way 
towards providing the necessary cash.” 
NEW NATION 

Government Budget Consultation Needed With Major 
Groupings—Johannesburg NEW NATION in English 
for 22-28 March in its page 6 editorial states: “If this 
week's budget were to be used as a yardstick for the 
reform process—ihen we would have to say that it 1s a 
very negative signal about the government's intentions.” 
“It would have been a mark of political maturity if this 
government, claiming as it constantly does that it ts 
working tirelessly for a new South Africa, to have 
involved the major political formations in drawing up 
the budget. But as things stand, it 1s a budget that has 
become typical of the old South Africa.” “If this 1s not 
the last budget prepared by the National Party alone, 
then in future such budgets will create more problems 
than they can solve.” 
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Angola 


Sweden Donates $7 Million to Drought, War Victims 


MB2103093491 Luanda ANGOP in Portuguese 
1926 GMT 20 Mar 91 


[Excerpt] In Luanda on Tuesday [19 March], the 
Kingdom of Sweden donated seven million dollars to the 
Angolan Government for drought and war victims. The 
JORNAL DE ANGOLA newspaper reported today that 
the amount will be used to buy foodstuffs to be distrib- 
uted by the UN in the afflicted areas. [passage omitted] 


DPRK, USSR Vessels Fish Illegally Off Coast 


MB2103122091 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 21 Mar 91 


[Text] At least five high-tonnage ships with DPRK and 
USSR flags have been found fishing illegally on Namibe 
Province’s coast. Cited by ANGOP [ANGOLAN PRESS 
AGENCY], coastal patrol agents said the lack of tech- 
nical and material means has prevented the impound- 
ment of fishing vessels operating in prohibited zones. 


The Angolan navy has been asked to provide a vessel so 
that together with Propesca fishing enterprise's patrol 
unit and TGFA [Angolan Border Guard Troops] they 
can patrol the coast. 


The decision was made at a meeting of Namibe Prov- 
ince’s Tombua District Commissariat during which the 
decline in fish catches was discussed. The decline has 
been attributed to overfishing. 


Botswana 


BPC ‘Under Attack’ During Budget Debate 


MB2103060391 Gaborone Domestic Service 
in English 1910 GMT 20 Mar 91 


{Text} The Botswana Power Corporation, BPC, yes- 
terday came under heavy attack during the debate of the 
budget estimates of the Ministry of Mineral Resources 
and Water Affairs which were put before Parliament by 
Minister Archie Mogwe. 


The minister of commerce and industry, Mr. Ponatshego 
Kedikilwe, raised concern about large sums of money 
being paid to BPC by small companies. He said some of 
these companies paid monthly bills of up to 20,000 pula. 
He said that trend negates incentives for the development 
of solar power and coal energy as alternatives. He said 
BPC’s high bills do not augur well with the spirit of 
regional competition because local production costs were 
rather too high. 


The minister thanked the ministry for their development 
of the Tuli block electrification system and the planned 
bridge over (Motlonze) river at Mmadinare including the 
provision of surplus water in some areas of his constit- 
uency. For his part the minister for presidential affairs 
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and public administration, Lieutenant General Mompatu 
Merafhe, also raised concern about the BPC bills, espe- 
cially the power connections fee. He said some con- 
sumers at the same location in Serowe were made to pay 
different connections fees of 2,500 and 5,000 pula. Gen. 
Merafhe said bills paid to the BPC were ridiculous, 
addine that investment in rural areas could never be 
achieved if prices are not controlled. He also said low 
cost houses should also be provided with electricity. 


The minister of health, Mr. Kebatlamang Morake, said 
articulation of electricity could only generate more income 
if it was cheaper as more people would be using electricity. 
The minister of works, transport and communication, Mr. 
Chapson Butale, for his part talked about water improve- 
ment in the districts. He said there was need to construct 
dams in the north-east. The assistant minister of local 
government and lands, Mr. Ronald Scbego, said the 2.5 
million pula to be used in electrifying rural areas was not 
enough and said there was a need to stale villages which 
would benefit from the scheme. The attorney general, Mr. 
Moleleki Mokama, appealed to Mr. Mogwe noi to scrap off 
the boreholes maintenance scheme saying it has benefited 
many Batswana. He said his department could help deal 
with defaulters if given proper details. 


Earlier, when presenting the estimates minister Mogwe said 
under the national development plan major emphasis would 
be placed on water, energy and mineral development. He 
said the land, areas water supply study which has just begun 
would see to it that water 1s provided in separate rural areas. 
He further said the national water master plan currently 
being finalized will provide required information and tools 
for activities vital to the economy in a most efficient 
manner. He said other studies are being carried out to 
construct dams in the eastern parts of the country. 


On the energy sector Mr. Mogwe said more effort will be 
placed on rural electrification and the process of selecting 
consultants 1s currently going on. He also said his ministry 
will intensify the promotion of renewable sources of energy. 
On the mineral sector he said steps will be taken to increase 
local content in mineral output and to improve local control 
of the management aspect. He said that the establishment of 
[name indistinct] manufacturing company which would cut 
and polish diamonds in Scrowe and another one in Mole- 
polole are a significant step in the implementation of major 
aspects of the 1991 budget speech. 


Mozambique 


Renamo Tells Mediators of Cease-Fire Violations 


AU2103103891 Paris AFP in Enelisn 0926 GMT 
21 Mar 91 


[Text] Rome, March 2! (AFP)}—The Renamo rebel 
movement broke a ceasefire in Mozambique because of 
the proximity of troops from Zimbabwe in breach of an 
agreement made on December |, Renamo President 
Afonso Dihakama has reportedly said here. He was 
replying to allegations that the movement broke the 
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ceasefire, a spokesman for the Roman Catholic San 
Egidio community, which has sponsored mediation in 
the conflict, said on Wednesday. 


The Mozambique Resistance Movement had given its 
side of the breach to mediators who are recognised as 
such by both parties in the conflict, but the government 
of Mozambique was not represented at the meetings 
which were held here between March |! and March 18, 
the spokesman said. The San Egidio community 1s 
behind the peace process which was begun in July 1990. 


The clashes occurred recently in the so-called “corridor” 
of the Limpopo river. Mr. Dihakama had “justified the 
armed action of his organisation in the region by the 
presence of troops from Zimbabwe outside the (Beira 
and Limpopo) corridors in patent violation of the agree- 
ment of December |,” the spokesman, and a statement 
by the Italian Foreign Ministry, said. The Renamo leader 
had made particular reference to Chimoio airport and to 
the areas of Mapai and Combomune. 


The mediators noted his explanation and expressed “pro- 
found concern at the attacks” by Renamo in the Limpopo 
corridor. The strategic Beira and Limpopo corridors pro- 
vide Zimbabwe with its only access to the sea. Zimbabwe 
supports the government of Maputo militarily in the con- 
flict involving Renamo, and under the ceasefire accord, its 
troops were to be limited to the two corridors. 


Participants at the talks here stressed that there was “an 
opportunity to resume meetings in Rome between represen- 
tatives of Maputo and of Renamo as soon as possible”. 


The fifth round of peace talks ended at the beginning of 
February in Rome without making progress and without 
setting a date for another mecting. 


The mediators at the recent talks here were a represen- 
tative of the Italian government Mario Raffaelli, Arch- 
bishop of Beira Jaime Goncalves, two members of the 
San Egidio community, Andrea Riccardi and Don 
Matteo Zuppi, and the Italian ambassador to Maputo 
Manfredo Incisa di Camerana. The ambassador chairs 
the Joint Verification Committee (JVC), which was set 
up on December 19 under the terms of the December | 
agreement to monitor the ceasefire. 


Maputo Radio Reports Meeting 


MB2103184091 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 21 Mar 91 


[Text] The mediators in the Mozambique peace process 
have met with Renamo [Mozambique National Resistance] 
leader Afonso Dhiakama in Rome. This is reported in a 
communique issued at the end of the meeting. 


According to the communique, the mediators noted that 
there was a desire to create necessary conditions for 
continued talks. The meeting concluded that it was 
necessary for the two parties to resume the discussion of 
political problems as it was agreed upon. 
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At the meeting, the mediators expressed serious concern 
over the Renamo armed bandit attacks on the Limpopo 
Corridor. 


Renamo Admits Responsibility for Limpopo Sabotage 
MB2103120291 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1100 GMT 21 Mar 91 


[Text] The Mozambican Renamo [Mozambique 
National Resistance] movement has admitted responsi- 
bility for the latest sabotage of the Limpopo railway linc, 
saying the act was justified. 


Renamo officials in Rome pointed out that the partial 
cease-fire agreement signed in the Italian capital in 
December last year was not being respected by the 
Mozambican and Zimbabwean troops. 


Renamo said because of this it would also violate the 
agreement, which stipulated that all Zimbabwean troops 
in Mozambique had to be confined to the Limpopo and 
Beira corridors, and that Renamo did not disrupt traffic 
in these corridors. 


Mozambican officials earlier said Renamo had sabo- 
taged the Limpopo railway line by unscrewing more than 
130 railway sleepers on part of the line between the 
village of Magude and the town of Chokwe in the 
southern Gaza province. 


Chissano Departs for Cape Verde Visit 21 Mar 


MB2103082791 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese OSOO GMT 21 Mar 91 


[Text] President Joaquim Chissano left for Cape Verde at 
dawn today to take part in the inauguration of President- 
elect Antonio Mascarenhas. The head of state 1s accompa- 
nied by Deputy Foreign Affairs Minister Manucl dos 
Santos and other senior government officials. 


Antonio Mascarenhas will be sworn-in as president of 
the Republic of Cape Verde on 22 March. In addition to 
President Chissano, other heads of state are scheduled to 
attend the ceremony. 


Joaquim Chissano was seen off by Assembly of Republic 
Chairman Marcelino dos Santos, Prime Minister Marto 
Machungo, and other government members. 


Party Conference Discusses Changes, Ends 20 Mar 


MB2103083091 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese OSOO0 GMT 21 Mar 91 


[Text] The Frelimo [Mozambique Liberation Front] 
Party national cadres conference, which ended in 
Maputo yesterday, has paved the way for the reorgani- 
zation of party activities under present conditions, deep- 
ened unity and internal democracy, and strengthened the 
trust of cadres in the party. A news release says that the 
conference, which was held to prepare for the upcoming 
special Frelimo Congress, discussed the situation of the 
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party, development of party activities, and the creation 
of conditions for the ongoing changes in the country. 


The news release says that the themes of the conference 
included the functioning of the party, the role of cadres, 
the admission of new members, relations between the 
party and social organizations, and the role of the party 
within society aimed at ensuring democracy, justice, and 
development. 


Chaired by Frelimo Party Chairman Joaquim Chissano, 
the conference was attended by cadres based at home 
and abroad. 


Namibia 


Nujoma Address at First Independence Anniversary 
MB2103123091 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1141 GMT 21 Mar 91 


[Text] Windhoek March 21 SAPA—Namibia has 
become almost self-sufficient in food production with an 
expected white maize harvest of 40,000 tons, President 
Sam Nujoma said at Namibia's first independence anni- 
versary celebrations in Windhoek on Thursday [21 Mar]. 


“This achievement was a result of government efforts to 
urge farmers to bring more land under cultivation,” Mr 
Nujoma said. Namibia also anticipated a good millet 
harvest and expected only a white maize shortfall of 
5,000 tons. 


Mr Nujoma told a crowd of about 20,000 that Namibia's 
first year of independence had been one of socio- 
economic and political renewal. “Gone are the days of 
bitter racial, ethnic and ideological tensions. “Peace and 
stability have now returned to our land,” he said. 


The new political system had found wide acceptance 
among the broad masses of Namibians, Mr Nujoma said, 
adding the vibrant exchanges between the ruling and 
Opposition parties in the National Assembly was proof 
that the young democracy was “alive and kicking”. 


“The press, too, has enjoyed unrestricted freedom even 
though at times certain sections of it have tended to 
abuse that freedom,” he added. 


Mr Nujoma said the new government had come to power 
a year ago during a period of economic recession caused 
by factors that included a decline in mineral prices and 
sanctions, the effects of which were still being felt. 


Before independence, Namibia's economy was artifi- 
cially stimulated by billions of rand flowing into the 
country to sustain South Africa's war effort, but the 
achievemnt of independence caused the collapse of the 
war economy and war-related employment and services. 
“This combination of negative economic factors has, to 
a very large extent, militated against government efforts 
to revitalise the economy and implement a policy of 
bringing about socio-economic justice.” 


FBIS-AFR-91-056 
22 March 1991 


Mr Nujoma said the potential of mining remained consid- 
erable and the government was conducting discussions 
with companies interested in further exploration and 
development of Namibia's mineral resources including oil 
and natural gas. Al present government was focussing on 
the development of agriculture and the reorganisation of 
Namibia's pelagic fishing industry. “Extensive research 
over the past 12 months had shown encouraging results 
concerning the recovery of the country’s maritime 
resources.” Strict conservation policies would be applied 
to enable Namibians to harvest optimal economic benefits 
from Namibia's fishing grounds. 


Mr Nujoma said the government had completed plans for 
large scale irrigation farming in the populous northern 
regions of Kavango and Ovambo to be implemented over 
the next 12 months. Pilot cotton projects in the last year 
had yielded encouraging results and the government was 
going ahead with plans to plant large areas with cotton and 
to encourage farmers to grow cotton as a cash crop. 
Prospects were that cotton would become an important 
commodity in Namibian agriculture, creating employment 
for about !0,000 people in the next year. 


Mr Nujoma thanked those countries which had provided 
financial and technical assistance to Namibia in its first 
year of independence. 


He urged Namibians to rededicate themselves to consoli- 
date and defend their country’s hard won independence, 
freedom and democracy. “We must continue to uphold the 
policy of national reconciliation and consolidate the bonds 
of national unity among all our people, champion the 
cause of peace, stability and social progress in our land,” 
Mr Nujoma said. 


Zimbabwean President Arrives for Independence Day 


MB2003172691 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1650 GMT 20 Mar 91 


[Text] Windhoek Mar 20 SAPA—Zimbabwean Presi- 
dent Robert Mugabe was given a rousing welcome when 
he arrived in Windhoek on Wednesday afternoon to 
attend Namibia's first independence anniversary cele- 
brations. 


Mr Mugabe, who is President Sam Nujoma’s guest of 
honour at Thursday's celebrations, was met at Eros 
Suburbab Airport by Mr Nujoma, Prime Minister Hage 
Geingob, cabinet members, senior government officials 
and representatives of the diplomatic corps. 


After inspecting a ceremonial guard of honour, Mr 
Mugabe was treated to a colourful display of traditional 
dancing and songs by hundreds of enthusiastic Namib- 
ians who had turned out to welcome him. 


Mr Mugabe is due to attend a dinner at State House on 
Wednesday night and will deliver an address during 
festivities at Independence Stadium on Thursday. 
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Awarded Freedom of Windhoek 


MB2103101491 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0939 GMT 21 Mar 91 


[Text] Windhoek Mar 2! SAPA—President Robert 
Mugabe was on Thursday [2! Mar] honoured with the 
freedom of the city of Windhoek, becoming the second 
foreign head of state to receive this honour. 


ZIANA, Zimbabwe's news agency, reports from here 
Botswana President Quett Masie was the first head of 
State to be awarded the honour, when he received it last 
year. 


Notes ‘Encouraging’ Progress in RSA 
MB2103124291 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1221 GMT 21 Mar 91 


[Text] Windhoek March 21 SAPA—Zimbabwe's Presi- 
dent Robert Mugabe on Thursday [21 Mar] urged black 
political leaders in South Africa to restrain their sup- 
porters in the wave of violence sweeping through black 
communities. 


“We are dismayed at the continuing killings occur ing 
between the black communities in South Africa,” Mr 
Mugabe said at Namibia's first independence annivesary 
celebrations in Windhoek. 


The Zimbabwean head of state said there were encour- 
aging signs of progress made in the removal of apartheid 
in South Africa. “We have said time and time again that 
apartheid cannot be reformed but has to be dismantled,” 
Mr Mugabe said in his address to the 20,000 strong 
crowd at Independence Stadium. 


“We would like to believe that President F. W. de Klerk 
is irrevocably committed to this process.” It was imper- 
ative that South Africa's black majority should not enter 
a constitutional conference in disarray and should unite 
in facing apartheid as the common enemy. 


Mr Mugbe said he was encouraged by negotiations 
between Namibia and South Africa to resolve differences 
over the disputed Walvis Bay port enclave and off-shore 
islands along Namibia's coast. “Namubia’s indepen- 
dence, both political and economic, cannot be complete 
until Walvis Bay forms part and parcel of this country.” 


Mr Mugabe said Angola and Mozambique were the two 
other areas of concern in southern Africa, while some 
progress had been made in trying to settle “the vicious 
civil wars” in these two countries, “the prevarications of 
the two rebel movements (UNITA [National Union for 
the Total Independence of Angola] in Angola and 
Renamo [Mozambique National Resistance] in Mozam- 
bique) leave us wondering whether they ever contem- 
plated peace in the first place’. “It is our hope that 1991 
will see an end to the senseless killings in both Angola 
and Mozambique and bring a lasting peace to them.” 
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Mr Mugabe said there were several parallels in the hisior- 
ical experiences of Namibia and Zimbabwe. Both coun- 
tries had suffered from colonialism and both countries 
waged bitter wars of liberation. “At the conclusion of these 
wars we did not embark on a policy of persecution and 
recrimination,” he said. “Insicad, we chose the path of 
peace and reconciliation and made deliberate efforts to 
erase the past from our memories.” Zimbabwe and 
Namibia were now both stronger as a result of those 


policies. 


Addressing schoolchildren, Mr Mugabe said the 
Namubian Government was investing heavily in educa- 
tion to prepare the youth for the future. 


Mr Mugabe's visit was his first to Namibia. The mayor 
of Windhoek, Mrs Petra Hamman, conferred the 
freedom of Namibia's capital city on Mr Mugabe earlier 
on Thursday. 


Calls for Conference on Palestine 


MB2103141891 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1306 GMT 21 Mar 91 


[Text] Windhoek March 21 SAPA—Zimbabwean Presi- 
dent Robert Mugabe on Thursday called for an interna- 
tional conference aimed at establishing an independent 
Palestinian state. 


Mr Mugabe was speaking as guest of honour at 
Namibia's first independence anniversary celebrations 
in Windhoek. 


“With the ending of hostilities in the Gulf region, we hope 
that peace will at last come to the Middle East. “Peace in 
the Middle East means a solution to the Palestinian 
problem,” Mr Mugabe said. “We call upon the interna- 
tional community to convene a conference whose desired 
end would be the establishment of an independent Pales- 
tinian state in the Middle East, thus bringing a definitive 
end to the decades of conflict in that region.” 


Congratulatory Messages on Independence Day 
MB2103084991 Johannesbure SAPA in Enelish 
0810 GMT 21 Mar 91 


[Text] Windhoek March 21 SAPA—Congratulatory 
messages from around the world have been arriving in 
Windhoek to mark Namibia's first anniversary of inde- 
pendence, Nambc [Namibian Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion] radio news reports. 


Messages to President Sam Nujoma and the nation from 
South Africa's President F. W. de Klerk, Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev, Britain's Queen Elizabeth and 
Senegalese President Abdou Diouf arrived late on 
Wednesday [20 Mar]. President Fidel Castro of Cuba, 
Ghanaian leader Flight-Lt. Jerry Rawlings, Yugoslavian 
President Borisav Jovic and Portugese President Mario 
Soares have sent best wishes on the country’s first 
anniversary. 
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Congratulations also came from the sultan of Oman, 
Qabus Bin-Sa’id, the president of the United Arab 
Emirates, Zayid Bin-Sultan Al Nuhayyan and his vice- 
president, Maktum Bin-Rashid Al Maktum. Egyptian 
President Husni Mubarak, North Korean President Kim 
Il-song, Malaysian leader [as received] Yang Di Pertuan 
Agong and United Nations Food and Agriculture Organ- 
isation Director-General Edouard Saouma also sent 
messages of congratulations. President Sam Nujyoma and 
his guest of honour Zimbabwean President Robert 
Mugabe are due to deliver addresses during indepen- 
dence day celebrations at the Independece Stadium in 
Windhoek on Thursday. 


Air Link Agreement Signed with Nigeria 
AB2103122291 Dakar PANA in English 0924 GMT 
21 Mar 91 


[Text] Harare, 21 March (NAN/PANA)}—Nigeria and 
Namibia have signed a bilateral air services agreement, 
paving the way for direct air links between the two 
countries. The agreement was signed in Windhoek 
Tuesday by J.P Hirse, director of aviation coordination 
department, on behalf of Nigeria and L. Lourens, deputy 
chief of aviation safety, for Namubia. Hirse and his 
delegation were expected to leave Windhoek for Harare 
Wednesday for similar negotiations with the Zimba- 
bwean authorities. 


Reunion 


More Clashes Occur as Mrs. Mitterrand Arrives 


FA2103193591 Mayotte Radio France Overseas 
in French 1600 GMT 21 Mar 91 


[Text] New clashes occured yesterday on Reunion 
Island. Security forces and demonstrators clashed for 
hours in the popular area of Chaudron, Saint-Denis. 
These troubles took place as Mrs. Danielle Mitterrand. 
wife of the president of the Republic, arrived on the 
island this afternoon. She is to meet young Reunion 
Islanders, among others. 


The island's employers decided to conduct a Dead Island 
operation [Operation Ile Morte] as a protest against 
these repeated troubles. A slowdown of economic activ- 
ities was thus conducted today: Hotels, banks, pharma- 
cies, and gasoline stations closed their doors. On the 
other hand, restaurant owners did not join in by closing 
down. 


In a motion delivered to the prefecture this morning, the 
employers’ unions threatened that they would ask their 
members to stop paying their taxes and social charges if 
the unstable situation continues. 
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Finally, it is worth noting that last night, a 15 day-old 
infant was asphyxiated while inside a building which was 
penetrated by teargas. 


Swaziland 


Prejudice-Free Justice Administration Noted 
MB2003182091 Mbabane Domestic Service 
in English 1600 GMT 20 Mar 91 


[Text] The minister for justice, Dr. Zonke Khumalo, says 
the administration of justice in the country 1s free of any 
prejudice as provided by the constitution. 


Answering questions in the House of Senate during the 
budget aliocation debate for the Ministry of Justice and 
the Prisons Department, Dr. Khumalo said the func- 
tioning of justice, which falls under the Judicial Service 
Commission, is independent and never interfered with. 


Senator Arthur Khoza requested the minister to produce 
a Statement on the administration of justice without 
disturbances [sentence as heard]. He also asked the 
minister to find a solution to stop discriminating 
between the courts of law existing in the country. He said 
the segregation of Swazi national courts from European 
oriented court both against the philosophy of nonra- 
cialism practiced in Swaziland [sentence as heard]. He 
recommended that Swazi national courts be called cus- 
tomary law courts or classified as A, B, C and so forth. 
Senator Khoza said this point is very important because 
all the courts have one king. 


Senator Khoza’s submission was seconded by Senator 
Graham Todd who emphasized the significance of inde- 
pendent operation of the courts. He said efforts to inves- 
tors to come to Swaziland would be worthless if the rule of 
law 1s not respected in this country [sentence as heard]. 


Zambia 


Constitution To Provide ‘Base’ for Future Parties 


MB2103125591 Johanneshure International Service 
in English 1100 GMT 21 Mar 91 


[Text] The head of the Zambian Constitution Commis- 
sion, Professor (Patrick Mpunga), says Zambia needs a 
new constitution to give future political parties a base 
from which to work. 


Prof. (Mpunga) said even though the commission was 
government appointed it remained independent. The 
commission had a free hand to give advice based on the 
information it had gathered. 


The commission had been appointed to make recom- 
mendations for a new constitution before Zambia's 
multiparty elections in October. 
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Cape Verde 


Presidential Inauguration Slated for 22 Mar 


AB1503092291 Paris AFP in English 0114 GMT 
15 Mar 91 


[Text] Praia, March 14 (AFP)}—The first elected presi- 
dent of Cape Verde, Antonio Mascarenhas Monteiro will 
be sowrn in on March 22 at a ceremony to be attended by 
the heads of four Portuguese-speaking countries, it was 
announced here. Mr. Mascarenhas Monteiro won 72.6 
percent of the vote in elections last month, beating 
Aristides Pereira who had been in power in a one-party 
system since independence. 


President Mario Soares of Portugual, Brazil's Deputy 
President Itamar Franco, the President of Mozambique 
Joaquim Chissano and the president-elect of Sao Tome 
and Principe, Miguel Trovoada, have already accepted 
invitations to attend. 


Cape Verde is the first country in Africa where a presi- 
dent has been voted out office. 


Former PAICV Political Committee Reshuffled 


AB2003093691 Paris AFP in French 1914 GMT 
18 Mar 91 


[Text] Praia, 18 Mar (AFP)—The Political Committee of 
the African Party for the Independence of Cape Verde 
(PAICV) has undergone a major reshuffle by the 
National Council, the ruling body between congresses, 
following the defeat of PAICV, the former single party, 
in the first legislative and presidential elections under 
the multiparty system. 


Six of the nine Political Commission members will leave. 
They include: Olivio Pires, the PAICV ideologue; Joao 
Pereira Silva, a former rural development minister; 
Abilio Duarte, the former speaker of the National 
Assembly; Carlos Reis, a former ambassador to Portugal: 
Jose Luis Fernandes Lopes, a former ambassador to 
Washington; and Julio Carvahlo, a former minister. 


The Political Committee has been rejuvenated with the 
appointment of cadres from the independence genera- 
tion such as former Ministers Jose Brito (plan and 
cooperation) and Adao Rocha (industry), as well as Jose 
Maria Neves, the leader of the party youth wing. The 
PAICV National Council nominated former Minister 
Corsino Talentino (education) to the post of party exec- 
utive secretary. 


Ghana 
MFJ Leader Searched at Airport Upon Return 
AB1703111691 London BBC World Service 
in English 1830 GMT 15 Mar 91 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 
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[Text] The Movement for Freedom and Justice, MFJ, 
has had another run in with the Ghanaian authorities. 
The movement, which was formed to call for a return to 
constitutional rule and democracy in Ghana, has been at 
odds with the government on a number of occasions, 
including over the banning of a rally in Kumasi, and the 
cancelling of a seminar in Accra. Now one of the leading 
members of the MFJ, Kwesi Pratt,Jr. was arrested and 
temporarily detained on his arrival in the country after a 
short stay in Britain. From Accra Ben Ephson telexed 
this report: 


[Begin announcer recording] On his arrivai at the 
Kotoka International Airport this morning, Kwesi was 
harassed and detained for nearly five hours. According 
to Kwesi, his plane touched down at 0620 this morning. 
As he walked toward the customs section, he was met by 
a senior customs official who said, and I quote: We are 
under instructions to give you special treatment. Kwesi 
said the customs official in the presence of agents of the 
Bureau for National Investigations, searched him thor- 
oughly. Twenty-six letters friends had given him to post 
in Ghana were opened, read, and confiscated. Various 
books on the situation in South Africa and human rights 
violations in Africa were also seized. His passport and 
diary were also taken. Kwesi said a cassette recorder he 
was carrying for a BBC correspondent was also seized. 
When he explained that it was an ordinary cassette 
recorder, he was told and I quote: it could be used for 
transmission. 


Kwesi said he created a scene when he refused to go to 
the office of the Bureau for National Investigations of 
the airport. He said about 10 people shouted and heckled 
him. He said a watching crowd booed and perhaps that 
made them release him. Kwesi said he had been asked to 
report to the director of the Bureau of National Investi- 
gations on Monday. [end recording] 


Guinean Minister Brings Rawlings Message 


AB2103141491 Accra Domestic Service 
in English 1800 GMT 20 Mar 91 


[Text] The Guinean minister of information, culture, 
and tourism, Mr. Herve Vincent Bangoura, today deliv- 
ered a special message from President Lansana Conte to 
the chairman of the PNDC [Provisional National 
Defense Council], Flight Lieutenant Jerry John Rawl- 
ings. It was received on his behalf by a member of the 
PNDC, Captain Kojo Tsikata, who is also responsible 
for foreign affairs and national security. Speaking to 
newsmen later, Mr. Bangoura said during his stay in the 
country, he will explore areas in which Guinea and 
Ghana can cooperate for the mutual benefit of their 
peoples. He mentioned, in particular, the fields of cul- 
ture, information, and tourism. Mr. Bangoura was 
accompanied by the Guinean ambassador to Ghana. 
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Ivory Coast 


Houphouet Receives Kuwaiti Finance Minister 


AB1703174091 Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN 
in French 16-17 Mar 91 p. 5 


[Text] Kuwaiti Finance Minister Shaykh ‘Ali al-Khalifah 
al-'Adhbi al-Sabah was received late yesterday morning 
by the head of state, His Excellency Felix Houphouet- 
Boigny. This meeting between the president of the 
Republic and the Kuwaiti amir’s emissary took place in 
the presence of Prime Minister Alassane Ouattara and 
Foreign Minister Amary Essy. 


Parties Hold Meeting; Urge Houphouet Support 


AB1503131491 Abidjan Domestic Service 
in French 1930 GMT 14 Mar 91 


[Text] The National Library this morning hosted the 
extraordinary general assembly of parties belonging to 
the Convention for the Triumph of Democracy [CTD]. 
About 10 resolutions dealing with the political, eco- 
nomic, and social life of our country were passed. 


In the area of politics, the CTD general assembly noted 
that errors were committed during the last presidential 
elections, and stressed the fact that intimidation and 
voting rights granted aliens did not always allow for the 
smooth conduct of the elections. In the economic field, 
the CTD member parties called on the government to 
boost foreign investment in our country while paying 
greater attention to research in all sectors, as the only 
way to guarantee our economic independence. In this 
regard, Mr. Ntakpe Nchore, the CTD spokesman urged 
his fellow countrymen and colleagues to support Presi- 
dent Houphouet-Boigny’s policy: 


[Begin Nchore recording] On the occasion of the presi- 
dential elections, the Convention chose to support the 
candidacy of Felix Houphouet-Boigny the farmer. In the 
light of several criticisms levelled against it following the 
declaration of its stand, the Convention wishes to make 
the followi.ig clarification: 


First, we consider that Ivory Coast has entered a transi- 
tion phase in its move from dictatorship to democracy. 
By making this choice, the Convention sought to avoid 
an abrupt change in the nation’s leadership, and a strong, 
if not majority opposition presence in the National 
Assembly. Our role as political parties, and especially as 
Opposition parties, 1s to enlighten the people, to inform 
as well as educate them in order to guide the Ivorian in 
his choice, to enable him to live better today than he did 
yesterday. 


The CTD wishes to note that the opposition, created 
under the banner of maturity and responsibility, does 
not in any way mean subversion, systematic opposition, 
jungle fighting, or, in short, acts likely to pit Ivorians 
against each other. The Convention believes that the best 
way to conquer power is not through violence, but 
through understanding and consultation. 
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Second, candidate Houphouet-Boigny, who ts a man of 
experience, seemed better suited than anyone else to lead 
the people during this period of major global upheavals 
against a backdrop of economic crisis with, obviously, 
the support of a team with a high sense of duty at home, 
and a reassuring image abroad. [end recording] 


Doe Loyalists Claim Part of Country 


AB2003 143491 Paris AFP in English 1426 GMT 
20 Mar 91 


{By Mouctar Bah] 


[Text] Tai, lvory Coast, March 20 (AFP)}—Armed loyal- 
ists to the late Liberian President Samuel Doe still hold 
part of his native Grand Geddeh county and are 
claiming part of neighbouring Ivory Coast, reliable 
sources said here Wednesday. The guerrillas, led by John 
Billy, frequently cross the border into Ivory Coast to 
obtain food and supplies from compatriots who have 
been made refugees by Liberia’s 15-month civil war. 
Liberians cross the Cavally River by pirogue and are a 
regular sight at Sunday markets along the border, an 
AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE correspondent in the 
region reported. 


Most of the incursions have been peaceful, but Mr. 
Billy's men have begun to worry authorities in Ivory 
Coast who say they have distributed leaflets calling for 
return of territory taken from Liberia early this century. 
Early in March, the Ivorian army sent some 300 troops 
to patrol the frontier after clashes which, according to 
some sources, left seven people dead. 


Little is known about Mr. Billy. He married the late 
president's mother, Annie Doe, after Mr. Doe's father 
left her. Annie Doe, now 63, lives with her large family at 
Daobly village near here. Mrs. Doe does not know that 
her son was killed last September, after he was ambushed 
by men of one of Liberia’s rebel factions outside the 
headquarters of a West African peacekeeping force des- 
patched to Monrovia. Her entourage has concealed the 
death of the president from her, reliable sources said, 
probably because her first husband died last July and has 
been buried in Ivory Coast. 


Mrs. Doe has told AFP that her son tried in 1983 to have 
other, unnamed heads of state bring about a reconcilia- 
tion between herself and his father, but she refused 
because she had been “abandoned in poverty”. After 
Samuel Doe seized power in a bloody coup d'etat in 
1980, his mother lived in Tuzon, Grand Geddeh’s 
county town. “I called all the shots, with my money, my 
automobiles and my villas,”’ she recalled. 


When she appears in public she 1s accompanied by two 
men in Liberian Army battledress, the last of a group of 
10 who brought her to Ivory Coast last June. The others 
have left to join Mr. Billy. It is not clear how many men 
he commands, but sources said they control a region 
between the Cavally River on the border and territory 
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held by Liberia’s main rebel faction, Charles Taylor's 
National Patriotic Front (NPFL). 


The NPFL claims to hold virtually all of Liberia outside 
the capital, which was partly captured last year by Mr. 
Taylor's breakaway rival Prince Johnson. It was Mr. 
Johnson's men who tortured Mr. Doe to death. Mr. 
Taylor last year claimed that Grand Geddeh county was 
in his hands, but the NPFL has evidently not imposed its 
rule on all of the mountainous, forested region, which 
has not even been fully charted by map-makers. 


Ivory Coast officials say they are “cool-headed” about 
the Billy group's activities despite the tracts. But hun- 
dreds of families were separated when France imposed a 
border along the river in 1911 after a long diplomatic 
row. Liberia, founded by freed U.S. slaves, became 
independent in 1874. Early this century, it lost about a 
third of its territory to the French colonies of Ivory Coast 
and Guinea and to British-ruled Sierra Leone. 


Mali 


Student Boycotts, Demonstrations Continue 


AEEM To Hold Meeting 


AB1803224291 Paris AFP in French 1847 GMT 
18 Mar 91 


[Text] Bamako, 18 Mar (AFP}—Today pupils and stu- 
dents in Bamako boycotted classes following a directive 
from their association to protest the Education Minis- 
try’s failure to meet its demands, informed sources say. 
According to the pupils, the committee set up in the 
Education Ministry to look into academic grievances has 
not met any of the demands of the Association of Pupils 
and Students of Mali (AEEM) so far. The grievances 
include a 200 percent increase in the scholarship allow- 
ance paid to students, the state supplying stationery to 
first and second cycle educational institutions, and the 
construction of boarding facilities. 


The AEEM, which suspended its boycott of classes on 9 
March after being assured that the minister of education 
would receive its leadership to discuss its grievances, 
plans to hold meetings tomorrow at educational estab- 
lishments and at the university to decide on what action 
to take under the circumstances. 


Talks Suspended, March To Be Held 


AB2003180291 Libreville Africa No. 1 
in French 1230 GMT 20 Mar 91 


[Text] The streets of Bamako today gave the impression 
of being decorated with armored vehicles and security 
men in fatigues. Actually, these vehicles and men have 
been deployed once again to avert any possible distur- 
bances by high school and university students, who 
decided to suspend their negotiations with the govern- 
ment and launch a 48-hour strike this morning. 
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In a communique to the press, the Association of High 
School and University Students of Mali announced that 
on Friday, 22 March, it will stage a march in reaction to, 
quote: the dilatory attitude of the Ministry of Education 
in the ongoing negotiations on their grievances, unquote. 
The students are demanding an increase in their schol- 
arships, the opening of boarding schools, and establish- 
ment of an independent commission of inquiry to inves- 
tigate the death of their comrades, which occurred 
during last January's student unrest. 


One Dies in Demonstration 


AB2103120491 Paris AFP in English 1141 GMT 
21 Mar 91 


[Text] Bamako, March 21 (AFP)}—Gunfire at separate 
student demonstrations in the Mali left one person and 
several others, including children, wounded on 
Wednesday, sources close to the Association of Pupils 
and Students in Mali (AEEM) said here Thursday. The 
source named the dead person as Dramane Konate, and 
said that he was a college student who was killed by gun 
shots during a demonstration at Sikasso, about 400 
kilometres (250 miles) south of here. 


No other information from Sikasso was available, but 
during a demonstration at Diola 150 kilometres (94 
miles) south of here, “several people were wounded 
during clashes” between students and security forces, the 
source said. Four wounded children were taken to Gab- 
riel Toure hospital here in the capital. The association 
named as Alamko Camara, Issa Diarra and Moussa 
Mariko, all aged 14, and Tidiane Coulibaly. 


Demonstrating students had attacked public buildings 
and houses owned by local political officials of the single. 
ruling party, the source said. 


The association on Wednesday called for a 48-hour 
strike because the Education Ministry had not met 
students’ demands. Observers said that the strike call did 
not encourage people to demonstrate. Many security 
troops and armoured vehicles were deployed in main 
Streets and at strategic junctions in the capital on 
Wednesday. 


Associations Invited for Talks 


AB2103230491 Paris AFP in English 1806 GM1 
21 Mar 91 


[Text] Bamako, March 21 (AFP)}—A top aide to Mali’s 
President Moussa Traore has invited leaders of pro- 
democracy associations to “a consultative meeting on 
the political situation’, reliable sources said here 
Thursday. 


The appeal has little chance of being accepted by groups 
that want to deal with General Traore himself, the 
sources added. It was initially made on national televi- 
sion late Wednesday, after a day of further anti- 
government protest. 


26 WEST AFRICA 


The television said the invitation was notably addressed 
to the National Committee for Democracy Initiative 
(CNID), the Association for Democracy in Mali 
(ADEMA) and the National Union of Workers (UNTM). 
It was reportedly issued by Minister in the Presidency 
Django Sissoko. 


The Malian Association of Human Rights (AMDH) has 
pulled out of a “good offices commission” set up to 
promote dialogue with the authorities, informed sources 
said. The rights group could soon issue a public criticism 
of the highest levels of government for repeatedly 
refusing to talk to any movements apart from the single, 
ruling party, the sources added. 


Gunfire at separate demonstrations Wednesday killed a 
college student and wounded at least four people, 
including schoolchildren, in the towns of Sikasso and 
Diola, south of here, sources close to the national asso- 
ciation of pupils and students (AEEM) said earlier 
Thursday. 


The government deployed troops in the streets of 
Bamako on Wednesday when the AEEM called a 48- 
hour strike after suspending negotiations with Education 
Ministry officials on demands for increased grants and 
improved living conditions. 


Students were also calling for an independent enquiry 
into a crackdown on anti-government protests in Jan- 
uary, which left two dead and five seriously injured 
according to officials. 


‘Consultative’ Meeting Convened 


AB2203101291 Bamako Domestic Service 
in French 0700 GMT 22 Mar 91 


[ Text] Django Cissoko, minister permanent secretary at 
the Presidency, hereby, has invited the secretary general 
of the National Union of Mali Workers [UNTM}], 
leaders of the Alliance for Democracy in Mali 
[ADEMA], and the Committee on Democratic Initiative 
[CNID], to a consultative meeting on the political situ- 
ation prevailing in our country, it was learned today 
from a reliable source. The minister permanent secretary 
has sent circular letters to the secretary gers: als of the 
UNTM, and to the CNID and ADEMA c “ati den, but 
the source did not disclose the meeting's © *nuc. 


As this meeting represents a preliminar sico towards 
the very important congress of the Democratic Union of 
Malian People, the national radio will give an exclusive 
report on the meeting. 


‘Violent’ Demonstrations 22 Mar 


AB2203113891 Paris AFP in French 1113 GMT 
22 Mar 91 


{Text} Dakar, 22 Mar (AFP)}—The Malian capital has 
been the scene of violent demonstrations since this 
morning, it was learned from reliable sources contacted 
in Bamako by telephone from Dakar. Gunshots, 
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machine gunfire, and possible artillery fire could be 
heard, according to several sources. According to one of 
these sources, the Ministry of Employment ts on fire. 
The demonstrators, who are mainly youths, gathered as 
early as 0730 in the streets of the capital and have been 
confronting the security forces since then, the sources 
added. 


Riot ‘Horror’ Described 


LD2203164891 Paris International Service 
in French 1230 GMT 22 Mar Yl 


[Text] There were riots this morning on the streets of the 
Malian capital, Bamako, where students wanted to dem- 
onstrate. Teargas grenades were used, as well as firearms 
and even heavy machine-guns. Armored vehicles were 
deployed by the army at several points of the capital. The 
Employment Ministry was set on fire by students trying 
to march in the streets. According to the Bamako hos- 
pital, 10 dead are already confirmed and at least 100 
people are reported wounded. The situation seems to be 
in a state of flux. Listen now to a first account by 
Hamidou Diabate, general secretary of the CNID. the 
National Committee for Democratic Initiative, who has 
just spoken with [correspondent] Ghislene Duponte: 


[Begin recording] [Diabate] Bamako 1s full of police 
trucks, riot forces are everywhere, they wear helmets and 
gas masks, they are armed and they fired live bullets at 
the demonstrators. Eventually [they fired) not only at 
students or pupils but also at women, men, and demo- 
crats who came out on the streets to protest the repres- 
sion by security forces. | have just returned from Gabriel 
Toure Hospital and it 1s sheer horror, horror: | could 
number | 1 dead in a single, room, the wounded are lying 
on the floor because there are no beds free in the hospital 
including in the hospital mosque. 


[Dupont] Have you any idea of the number of students 
and youths on the streets? 


{[Diabate] It is extremely difficult to put a figure on the 
number of young demonstrators in the streets today. All 
that can be said is that there are tens of thousands of 
them. It is not only in Bamako, there were demonstrators 
also in Gao, in Kayes, in Sikasso, in Segou. | am now in 
the Fleuve [area of the city] where barricades are still 
standing and small groups of demonstrators. It must be 
said that the inferno which was promised by the head of 
state fell on the heads of the demonstrators. The [word 
indistinct] fired at the crowd with Kalashnikovs, which 
is unprecedented. It 1s sheer horror, this 1s the single 
word which comes to my mouth. [end recording] 


{Unidentified studio journalist] That was the testimony 
of Hamidou Diabate, which has just been recorded. The 
Malian Presidency’s General Secretariat invited the 
leaders of several political associations to a dialogue on 
the political situation in the country yesterday. But this 
meeting has not been able to start yet because the views 
of all the organizations 1s not yet known. 
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I remind you that pupils and students started a 48-hour 
strike Wednesday [20 March] and organized a protest 
march this morning to demand a raise in their scholar- 
ship grants and the setting up of an independent com- 
mission of inquiry after the death of several students 
following the nots of last January and February. | 
remind you that some days ago there was one more dead 
in a town in the interior and that this morning 10 victims 
are already reported among the demonstrators, not to 
mention the 100 wounded. If a commission of inquiry 1s 
to be set up, it will be very busy indeed. 


More on Riots 


AB2203132691 Paris AFP in French 1234 GMT 
22 Mar 91 


[Text] Dakar, 22 Mar (AFP)}—Riots 1n the streets of the 
Malian capital resulted in 10 dead and more than 100 
people wounded, a witness at the Gabriel Toure hospital 
in Bamako said over the telephone in Dakar. According 
to this witness, who checked only the Gabriel Toure 
hospital, all medical centers in the Malian capital, in 
addition to the Gabriel Toure and Point G. hospitals are 
overflowing with patients, while the Marchoux medical 
center, which normally caters for leprosy patients, 1s 
taking some of the wounded. A number of the injured 
people, among whom were women who had joined the 
demonstration in support of their children, presented 
serious wounds. 


The demonstrations began this morning in Bamako and 
were repressed by security forces who shot at the dem- 
onstrators with real bullets, used tear gas and artillery 
from the Mahan Armed Forces light armored division, 
sources contacted in Bamako by telephone from Dakar. 
said. The demonstrations, which were “very violent,” 
according to witnesses, began this morning. Meanwhile, 
a general strike is scheduled for Monday, 25 and 
Tuesday, 26 March, and the congress of the single ruling 
Democratic Union of Malan People, 1s slated for 
Thursday, 28 March. According to rehable sources, 
demonstrations are also going on in other Malian cities, 
including Segou where the buildings of the Public Trea- 
sury were set on fire. 


Parents Appealed To 


AB2203154191 Bamako Domestic Service 
in French 1300 GMT 22 Mar 91 


{Statement by Bakary Traore, Mahan minister of 


national education, on the school situation in Bamako 
on 22 March—recorded] 


[Text] At this time we need to make an appeal—an 
urgent and important one. To whom? First to the pupils 
and students, because building an efficient school system 
is a collective task. Therefore, pupils and students need 
to agree to go back to the classroom. Pupils and students 
need to agree to renounce violence. We do not think that 
violence can solve the problem. We also have to appeal 
to the parents. Parents constitute a very important 
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partner in the matter, and we refer here not only to 
parent associations but to parents in general, all of them. 
All parents should make ut sufficiently clear to their 
children, kids, brothers, sisters, cousins, etc. that Mali's 
salvation lies in an efficient school system and the 
quality of its education and training, and that we do not 
believe that taking to the streets can solve the problem. 


Parents should ensure that they accompany the pupils to 
school or make sure they get there, but when they know 
that the children are not going to classes or that they are 
being asked to meet outside or on school premises 
without their books or stationery, parents should under- 
stand that the children are not going to work and should 
discourage them from undertaking such actions because 
they could have extremely grave consequences on our 
educational system and on society. 


I appeal for a consensus so we may make headway in 
negotiations. What we are saying is that parents can also 
play a responsible role in the success of these negotia- 
tions and that they have to exercise their parental 
authority so pupils and students embark on negotiations 
with us in order to maintain dialogue. Above all parents 
must not allow their pupils, their children, and their 
teenagers in the streets when they know that they are 
going to indulge in violence. 


Violence Detailed 


AB2203163091 London BBC World Service 
in Enelish 1818 GMT 22 Mar 91 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Things are getting tougher and tougher for the 
government in Mali. All this week there have been 
student demonstrations in the capital, Bamako, and 
other centers. There have been reports of clashes with 
security forces and of at least one death. The students are 
demanding big improvements in education, and there 
are mounting calls for more democracy. Well today 
students took to the streets of Bamako again in one of the 
biggest challenges to President Moussa Traore’s govern- 
ment yet. From Bamako, journalist Alistair Guild faxed 
this report: 


| Begin announcer recording] We tried to get into the city 
center, but we were forced to turn back by road blocks of 
stones erected by students. The bridge into Bamako from 
the south had been severed by 0600 this morning, the 
students reported to be sitting at both ends, and a heap of 
tires burning in the middle. Petrol tankers were burning 
on the road to the airport. All petrol stations in the center 
of Bamako had been set alight, and several vehicles in 
front of the main World Bank offices attacked. The 
offices of the state electricity company were also under 
siege. 


A general strike is already planned for next Monday [25 
March] in protest against World Bank-inspired reforms 
that are likely to result in thousands of jobs being cut 


e * 


from the government service. One aid official, (%barri- 
caded) in his office next to the offices of the airline UTA 
in Quartier du Fleuve [River District in Bamako], said 
window shutters are closed and the staff are walking 
around with handkerchiefs over their noses. 


Reports were coming in of tear gas being used on the 
students, and rapid machine gunfire could be heard. 
Reports also came in of more than 100 wounded or 
killed in the city’s hospitals or lying on pavement outside 
waiting to be admitted. The house of the minister of the 
interior was under siege, and a bicycle company owned 
by a government sinister ransacked. The minister of 
interior’s house is popularly known as the Castle of 
Poverty, built by a rich man on the backs of the poor. 
{end recording] 


More Casualties; Blood Bank Empty 


AB2203165091 Paris AFP in French 1555 GMT 
22 Mar 91 


[Excerpt] Dakar, 22 Mar (AFP)}—Several dozen dead 
bodies and hundreds of wounded have been enumerated 
in various medical centers of the Malian capital, 
according to various consistent sources contacted by 
phone by AFP in Dakar. According to an informed 
source, the toll of this morning's demonstrations ts 30 to 
40 dead, and sporadic shooting could be heard early this 
afternoon. 


The blood bank has exhausted its reserves and the 
medical personnel have performed many amputations, 
AFP learned from Mr. Demba Diallo, president of the 
Mahan Human Rights Association (AMDH), who spoke 
against the security forces’ using heavy machine guns to 
suppress the demonstrations. Mr. Diallo also said he had 
seen the Army's light armored vehicles shooting at the 
crowd. He said that blood donors are lining up in front of 
hospitals to try to help the medical personnel. [passage 
omitted] 


UDPM Official Holds Talks With Soviet Envoy 


AB2003 184891 Bamako Domestic Service 
in French 1800 GMT 20 Mar 91 


[Text] This morning, His Excellency (Stanislas Kur- 
timov) [as received], Soviet ambassador to Mali, was 
received by Sekou Traore, external relations secretary of 
the Central Executive Bureau. During their discussions, 
the they reviewed national and international problems of 
common interest. 


The Soviet diplomat came to inform the Democratic 
Union of Mahan People [UDPM] on the referendum on 
the future of the Soviet Union. He took the opportunity 
to wish success to the sixth UDPM congress, which is 
due to take place in a few days. 
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ANC Vice President Mandela Reportedly To Visit 


AB2103111091 Dakar PANA in English 
1036 GMT 21 Mar 91 


[Text] Bamako, 21 March (AMAP/PANA)}—The vice 
president of the ANC [African National Congress], 
Nelson Mandela, is expected to pay an official visit to 
Mali, according to an announcement on Radio Mali. The 
radio gave announced the upcoming visit, the second to 
the country by the South African nationalist, in a report 
on the meeting of the permanent secretariat of the 
Central Executive Bureau of the ruling Democratic 
Union of Malian People (UDPM) party, chaired by 
President Moussa Traore. [sentence as received] 


Mandela visited the West African country for the first 
time in 1962, during the rule of the late president, 
Modibo Keita. 


Niger 


Saudi King Sends Thanks for War Participation 


AB1I903225791 Dakar PANA in English 1887 GMI 
19 Mar 91 


[Text] Niamey, 19 March (ANP/PANA)—Saudi King 
Fahd has lauded Niger for sending troops to fight along- 
side the Saudi Arabian Armed Forces in defence of the 
right and the motherland during the Gulf war, official 
sources in Niamey said. 


In a message to the president of Niger Ali Saibou, the 
Saudi king said the contingent from Niger played an 
active part in Operation Desert Storm. Niger sent 481 
troops to Saud: Arabia following the invasion of Kuwait 
by Iraq on 2 August 1990. 


Cabinet Agrees To Reopen University, Schools 


AB2003 180691 Niamey Domestic Service 
in French 1200 GMT 20 Mar 91 


[Text] The cabinet met yesterday to examine the out- 
come of negotiations that have been proceeding since 11 
March between the government, students’ parents, and 
the Union of Niger Students on the school situation. 
Following the mecting, the cabinet decided to reopen the 
university and high schools, effective after the second 
quarter holidays—that 1s, Tuesday, 2 April 1991. 


Senegal 
92 Soldiers Killed in Crash in Saudi Arabia 


8-Days of Mourning Declared 


AB2103135891 Paris AFP in French 1326 GMT 
21 Mar 91 


[Text] Dakar, 21 Mar (AFP)}—In a statement made 
today on national radio, Senegalese Armed Forces Min- 
ister Medoune Fall announced that 92 Senegalese sol- 
diers were killed in a plane crash in Saudi Arabia. 
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According to the minister, the cause of the crash was still 
“unknown.” The Hercules C-130 aircraft was returning 
to base troops who had just performed their “Umra”™ 
(minor pilgrimage). The plane, which had 95 Senegalese 
soldiers on board, crashed on landing, said the minister, 
who did not specify the exact moment of the accident. 
He added that three soldiers survived. Senegal dis- 
patched a 495-member contingent to Saudi Arabia in 
September 1990. 


According to a decree issued today, an eight-day period 
of national mourning, which takes effect from today, has 
been declared throughout the country. 


Defense Minister Announces Deaths 


AB2103162691 Dakar PANA in English 
1608 GMT 21 Mar 91 


[Text] Dakar, 21 March (APS-SEN/PANA)—A total of 
92 Senegalese soldiers—officers and men—died in an 
aircrash on their return to base after performing the 
Umra (small prigimage) in Saudi Arabia where they had 
been serving as members of the multinational force that 
fought for the liberation of Kuwait. 


Announcing the news on Radio Senegal on Thursday 
afternoon, the Senegalese defence minister, Medoune 
Fall, said the C-130 aircraft on which 95 soldiers were 
travelling exploded on landing killing all except three. 
He said the Senegalese president had declared, effective 
Thursday, an eight-day period of national mourning 
during which flags would fly at half mast and all public 
recreations would be banned. 


Fall said he would leave immediately for Saudi Arabia at 
the head of a delegation comprising the Senegalese Army 
chief of staff, the special chief of staff to President Abdou 
Diouf, a National Assembly representative and other 
high-ranking officials. 


Praising the Senegalese soldiers for their brave perfor- 
mance in the Gulf war, the minister said the names of the 
deceased would only be known by Thursday evening. He 
said only a small number of the dead had been identified 
and the government had decided to inform the bereaved 
families first before realeasing the names of the dead. 


Senegal dispatched, on request from that country’s gov- 
ernment, a 500-man contingent to the Saudi kingdom 
after the invasion of Kuwait by Iraq. While in Saudi 
Arabia, the Senegalese troops and their counterparts 
from Morocco were assigned the task of defending the 
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Safanyah petroleum complex. In February, eight Sene- 
galese troops were injured in an Iraqi missile attack. 
Official sources at the time said two of them suffered 
serious injuries. 


Diouf Sends Message to Namibia’s Nujoma 


AB2103122691 Dakar PANA in English 
0901 GMT 21 Mar 91 


[Text] Dakar, 21 March (APS-SEN/PANA)—Senegalese 
President Abdou Diouf has said his country would do 
everything to ensure the establishment and development 
of multi-faceted cooperation between Dakar and Wind- 
hoek. In a message to President Sam Nujoma on the 
occasion of Namibia's first independence anniversary 
Thursday, Diouf also wished the Namibian leader good 
health and congratulated him for the success of the 
efforts he deployed to bring the brotherly people of 
Namibia to the road of progress and well-being in peace 
and stability. 


The Senegalese leader expressed the hope that the 
mutual respect and solidarity which already exists 
between Senegalese and Namibians will enable both 
sides develop fruitful bilateral and multilateral coopera- 
tion. On my part, I will do everything in this direction 
for popular consultations between us and our two gov- 
ernments, Diouf said. 


Parliament Adopts Bill on Speaker's Tenure 


AB2103204591 Dakar PANA in English 
1727 GMT 21 Mar 91 


[Text] Dakar, 21 March (APS-SEN/PANA)—The Sene- 
galese Parliament on Thursday adopted in Dakar a bill 
prolonging the mandate of the current speaker to 1993 
when its term ends. 


The bill, which was voted for unanimously by parliamen- 
tarians of the ruling party as well as the opposition, 
reduces the mandate of the speaker by one year to five 
years which are renewable. 


A report read before the 104 out of the 120 Senegalese 
deputies who attended, said the decision was made to 
ensure efficiency and continuity in the actions of the 
speaker. The report also contained changes in the 
National Assembly's internal regulations, specifying 
modalities for the representation of a parliamentary 
group in the Parliament's bureau and the distribution of 
heads of commissions. 


The law fixing the speakers term at five years marked the 
return to the situation which existed before. 
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